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Title Artist/Art Organization Website Target Audience

StoryFaces/Mask Arts Workshop Agostino & Co Performing Arts www.agostinoarts.com 3-12

Bubble Trouble Jeff Boyer Productions www.jeffboyer.com PreK-10

Meet the Farm Animals Cornell Cooperative Ext. www.ccesuffolk.org PreK-6

The Harlem Wizards 
   Trick Hoops and Alley Oops! Harlem Wizards www.harlemwizards.com K-12

Hip Pickles-Music With a Message HIP Pickles www.hippickles.com K-12

Jester Jim Show  Jester Jim Inc. www.jesterjim.com K-12

Katie Polk Puppet Shows Katie Polk dba Katie’s Puppets www.katie’spuppets.com PreK-2

Rainforest Butterflies Rainforest Exploration danusha2@verizon.net K-12

The Brain Show Singing Telegrams by Jeff Inc. www.thebrainshow.com 1-12

Junie B. Jones: Essential 
   Survival Guide to School Theatreworks USA www.twusa.org K-5

FIELD TRIPS
are part of Arts in Education and Exploratory Enrichment! You can find your 
favorite outings in our catalog and do a contract request for all of these 
activities for your students through our office!

Dear Readers,
As I prepare to move onto the next chapter of my life and retire as Eastern Suffolk BOCES Administrative 
Coordinator for Arts in Education, I wish to thank you – all of you in the schools and the arts and the presenter 
communities – for giving students and teachers the opportunity to engage in and with the arts over the last 
14 years. It is with a warm heart and a satisfied mind that I repeat how proud I am of the districts and of the 
parents for their dedication to the arts, raising funds for arts performances, workshops, residencies, and field 
exploration that expose, engage, and inspire our students. The arts help us to raise whole children – ones with 
academic competencies as well as humanistic competencies. I challenge you to keep this dream alive with your 
ongoing support of deep and varied arts experiences for your students and staff.

Wishing you all the best,
Warmly,
Carol Brown
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The Singing School Bus Driver-School Bus Safety – Joe Guida 
The rules that Joe sang about were an excellent reinforcement and reminder of what the students have already been taught. This program 
motivates students and lends itself to a differentiated approach to learning. – Leslie Davis, teacher, Connetquot ES, East Islip

This is one of the few activities that are developmentally appropriate for kindergarten. The students were engaged the whole time. I wish he could 
come more often. The kids really enjoyed him. – Dawn Rindone, kindergarten teacher, Coram ES, Longwood

Joe makes learning about going to school and bus safety fun for kindergartners. He uses very catchy music that they absolutely love. This is one of 
our favorite programs. We have been having Joe visit our school for years and the children love it. We have bought his CD’s over the years, so the 
children are familiar with him and some of the songs before he comes. They can’t wait to meet him.  
– Jill Gallagher, kindergarten teacher, Sachem

Through song and dance, the children learn about bus safety. Joe is a wonderful musician and truly cares about children. He has visuals and the 
children are actively engaged. – Pamela Lawn-Williams, teacher. Oakwood Primary School, South Huntington

Joe Guida also performed his “School Bus Safety” lesson in Commack, East Islip, Middle Country, Northport-East Northport, Shoreham-
Wading River, and Smithtown.

Food Play – Theatreworks USA
We had just completed our school-wide health/nutrition incentive program, “Eating the Rainbow,” when we saw this presentation. The students 
were encouraged to have nutritious snacks daily. This program tied into that and reinforced our learning objectives. The students were given the 
opportunity to get up and move, which they loved. – Leslie Hilbert, teacher, Signal Hill ES, Half Hollow Hills

Piano Workshop – Ann Marie DiSibio
Having an accompanist like Ann Marie is an integral part of our program. She performed with the utmost professionalism and was completely in 
sync with the performance’s setting. Ann Marie was able to adapt to the acoustics and the collaboration of acoustics with the choir.  
– Christina Henderson, Choir Director. North Babylon HS, North Babylon

This lesson was also done in Patchogue-Medford.

Getting to Know Me Through Yoga – Edna Gruvman 
Edna was well-received by the students. She was extremely professional, very knowledgeable and helpful to the students and PE staff. During her 
40-minute lesson, she engaged the students and shared with them breathing techniques. Students have been using Edna’s techniques not only 
in the gym, but in the classroom and on their own as well. Students have said they are “bear breathing” to reduce stress and anxiety in certain 
situations. It is wonderful to see the lesson’s impact on students of all ages. Edna was a pleasure to have in our school. Students also learned 
about coordination, physical strength, and understanding one’s body and abilities.  
– Lauren Hanlon, physical education teacher, Bretton Woods ES, Hauppauge

Edna connected with the students in grades K-5 as if she has been teaching them for a long time. The students were engaged throughout the 
session and have been using some poses and techniques not only as review in the gym but on their own as well. The breathing techniques Edna 
shared have been used by classroom teachers. Classroom teachers and parents reported that the students loved sharing about their PE time with 
Edna. This program deserves an A+. – Lauren Hanlon, physical education teacher, Hauppauge 

Middle Country and West Babylon students experienced this lesson.

Let’s Go to China! – Shin Enterprises
The students had learned about different holidays, traditions, and cultures around the world. We had studied the Chinese New Year, and learned 
how and why this holiday is celebrated. Patricia kept a nice, steady pace for the kindergarten students. Please continue to provide these wonderful, 
enriching experiences for the kindergarten students. – Martha De Martini, kindergarten teacher, Harley Avenue ES, Harborfields
This presentation was also made in Bayport-Blue Point, Elwood, Middle Country, Northport-East Port, and Sachem.

Be a District Star…
and advocate for your Arts-in-Education programs! Your school can be featured in District Stars. Just submit an online evaluation for recent arts-
in-education and exploratory enrichment programs. In addition, we encourage schools to send us a summary paragraph, describing the program’s 
impact on student learning and curriculum connection, and/or a digital photo to Carol Brown at cbrown@esboces.org

DISTRICT STARS
Here is some of the recent feedback we’ve received for Arts-in-Education and Exploratory Enrichment programs. Your online evaluations are an 
invaluable resource for Eastern Suffolk school districts. Thanks so much to the following ‘district stars’ for sharing their views.
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NatioNal aiE NEws

Top Ten Obstacles to Offering More Arts Education
Question: When it comes to offering more arts education, what are 
the greatest challenges? According to a recent survey of nonprofit 
organizations in Oregon, the #1 obstacle is “lack of funding.” The 
survey showed that organizations with budgets under $50,000 tend to 
spend a larger portion of their budgets on arts education programming, 
while organizations with budgets over $2 million tend to spend a 
smaller portion. The most frequently-sited challenges uncovered 
by the survey, which is based on the responses of 152 non-profit 
organizations, included: scheduling difficulties (#4), lack of qualified 
arts educators (#6) and lack of volunteers (#10). For the other top 
10 challenges, visit http://blog.americansforthearts.org/2016/04/13/
top-ten-chal lenges-to-provid ing-more-arts-educat ion?utm_
source=MagnetMail&utm_medium=email&utm_term=cbrown@
esboces.org&utm_content=creativity%5Fconnection%5F4%5F14%5F
16&utm_campaign=Creativity%20Connection%3A%20April%202016

New Partner for Turnaround Arts
The President’s Committee on Arts and Humanities has announced that 
will be partnering with the Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts on 
The Turnaround Arts initiative in the future. To date, Turnaround Arts has 
worked with 68 high-needs, low-performing schools in 36 districts and 
15 states and the District of Columbia. The schools have been exposed to 
innovative arts programming and resources to address school challenges, 
including the closing of the achievement gap. The new partnership 
aligns with the Kennedy Center’s dedication to providing high-quality 
arts education programming across the nation. For details, visit https://
www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2016/05/25/pcah-announces-
partnership-john-f-kennedy-center-performing-arts

The Arts: Alive and Boosting the Economy
For more than 15 years, the media have been reporting that audiences 
for live performing and visual arts is getting older and shrinking. Arts 
advocates have feared that there will be no one to fill the seats of 
the gray generation once they are gone. Fear not, suggests recent 
findings by the National Endowment for the Arts and the U.S. Bureau 
of Economic Analysis. Data collected between 1998 and 2013 show 
that consumer spending on the performing arts increased 10% 
annually over the 15-year period. In dollars and cents, it amounted 
to a contribution by the arts and cultural production of $704.2 billion 
to the US economy in 2013. To read more, visit https://www.arts.gov/
news/2016/arts-and-cultural-production-contributed-7042-billion-us-
economy-2013#sthash.u8Wi4SwD.dpuf

5 Exercises to Stimulate Creativity and  
Divergent Thinking
Creativity and critical thinking are keys to professional and personal 
success in the 21st Century. But how do we stimulate the two in students 
and in ourselves? Writing for the website Big Think, reporter Natalie 
Shoemaker offers 5 exercises to get those creative juices and divergent 
thoughts flowing. Specifically: 

 •  Walk it off. In studies, people who walk score higher on tests 
measuring divergent thinking than sedentary folks.

 •  Get bored. Put down those digital devices and let your mind 
wander, recommends Ms. Shoemaker. Those “spaced out” 
moments are when we start to have our best ideas. 

 •  Find your groove. Engaging in a rhythmic activity for an 
extended period of time is meditative and leads to being mindful. 
Why not try one of those trendy coloring books?

 •  Write it down. Both Keith Richards and Paul McCartney have 
pop hits (“Satisfaction” for Keith and “Yesterday” for Paul)  
that were inspired by a dream or waking thoughts. Sleepy, 
relaxing moments when you first wake up (or even during a mid-
afternoon lull) can take your mind in new directions. Be ready to 
write them down.

 •  Take a stroll down memory lane. People who reminisce, 
spending time with old yearbooks or photo albums, often get a 
surge of creativity, according to research.

To learn more, visit http://bigthink.com/natalie-shoemaker/5-exercises-
to-help-boost-creativity-divergent-thinking?utm_medium=Social&utm_
source=Twitter&utm_campaign=Echobox&utm_term=Autofeed#link_
time=1460394252

Play: It’s Powerful Stuff
What’s play got to do with learning? Plenty, according to contributors 
to the P21 Blogazine, a resource produced by the Partnership for 21st 
Century Learning. In May, the site’s blog focused on lessons learned 
from play, including the connection between STEM and play, tips on 
integrating play into learning, and many, many more play-filled articles. 
To view, visit http://www.p21.org/news-events/p21blog
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Program ProfilEs

arts iNtEgratioN NEws

Front Row Favorites
The Star newsletter asked Eastern Suffolk schools to share their favorite 
arts-in-education or exploratory enrichment program for the 2015-
16 school year. Here’s what Kathy Dayton from Hampton Bays MS 
(Hampton Bays) told us about…

Motivational Speaker Rohan Murphy
“Our School was privileged to have Rohan Murphy present to our 750 
students in Grades 5-8. Rohan also visited each grade during lunchtime, 
interacting with students and answering their questions and concerns. 
At the end of the day, he visited classrooms for further interaction with 
students. Rohan was patient, interesting, and motivational. He kept the 
attention and focus of each and every student. When asked if he had 
one piece of advice for leading a successful life, he told students to 
write their life goals in pencil, not in pen, because failure is part of 
life. In order to succeed, you have to take risks and not be afraid to 

fail, he said. His demonstrations of strength and skills were especially 
impressive. His ‘no excuses’ attitude was highly motivating and relevant 
for all of our students.”

To learn more about Rohan Murphy and his school presentations, visit 
http://www.rohanmurphy.com/

Conference for Kids 2016
For the 28th time, more than 425 students from nine Suffolk school 
districts came to Suffolk Community College Riverhead Campus to 
participate in the 
annual Conference 
for Kids, an Eastern 
Suffolk BOCES Arts-
in-Education event 
that celebrates the 
Arts and Sciences for 
grades 4-6. Students 
selected two of their 
favorite 90-minute 
workshops offered by seventeen Teaching Artists and Presenters. Students 
were able to delve deeply into their art and/or science in workshops that 
included visual arts, dance, theatre, storytelling, magic, Australian culture 

along with robotics, engineering, 
coding, invention, forensics, and 
environmental studies. 

One favorite was Catapulting, 
offered by the Girl Scouts of 
Suffolk County, where students 
created working catapults, running 
experiments, and redesigning as 
necessary. Another favorite was 

a Taste of Australia where 
Chris Pitkin explored native 
culture with the students 
through a PowerPoint 
presentation, followed by 
students engaging in dot 
painting, using aboriginal 
symbols. Coding with 
Microsoft’s Tiffany Medeck 

Cornering Arts Integration
There are four cornerstones of arts integration, reports the Education 
Closet, a website devoted to arts-integrated learning. The four 
cornerstones – Exploration and Vision, Strategic Framework, Professional 
Learning, and Implementation and Reflection – help to build and sustain 
both arts integration and STEAM projects. Education Closet describes 
each cornerstone and how they can be used as tools for creating an 
arts-integrated learning experience. Tools and resources are available 
on the site. Visit http://educationcloset.com/arts-integration-steam-
approach/ and scroll down for details.

Do Engineers Make Better Jazz Musicians?
Another famous artist has made the connection between art and STEM 
learning, according to the Washington Post. Before becoming a jazz 
musician, composer and music icon, Herbie Hancock studied electrical 
engineering in college. Growing up, Mr. Hancock liked to try to figure out 
how things worked. That instinct helped him learn jazz more quickly, he 
says. “It wasn’t a talent for music. It was a talent for being able to analyze 
things and figure out the details.” He believes the link between building 
things and playing music should be exploited in the classroom to support 
STEM curriculum. To read more, visit https://www.washingtonpost.
com/local/education/educators-want-to-pair-math-and-music-in-
integrated-teaching-method/2016/04/26/2bb1af20-0bd3-11e6-bfa1-
4efa856caf2a_story.html?utm_campaign=May+2016+ARTmatters+-
+All+lists&utm_medium=email&utm_source=ArtMatters+May+2016



was popular with students going far beyond the typical in-school 
exercises. Dafna Soltes-Stein’s and Lyle Cogen’s Theatre workshops 
taught students how to show emotion as they engaged in various theatre 
games. Quogue Wildlife Refuge exhibited some of their live screech 
and barn owl, followed by students dissecting owl pellets, finding and 
identifying bones and fur/feathers of the owls’ prey.

Students brought some of the new skills back to their schools and families.  
Students spoke of meeting new friends from other districts. Thanks to the 

staff at Suffolk Community 
College Riverhead Campus 
and to the participating 
school districts – Montauk, 
Fire Island, Islip, Montauk, 
Quogue Sayville, Springs, 
Three Village and newcomers 
East Islip and Longwood.

Next year’s event will take 
place over two days – May 
23 and 24, 2017, so share 
this with your intermediate 
teachers to see if they 
want to join in the exciting 
learning experiences.

Scholar Artist 2015-16 Awards Gala
Congratulations to the 20 Scholar Artists and 20 Certificates of Merit 
who were honored by the Long Island Arts Alliance at the June 5th 
Awards Gala held at the Tilles Theatre for the Performing Arts. LIAA’s 
Scholar-Artist Awards program recognizes students judged to be “the 
best of the best” on Long Island in both academics and in the arts. LIAA 
partners with Newsday who publishes a bio of two Scholar Artists each 
month in the newspaper from September through June. Thanks to the 
program sponsor, New York Community Bank Foundation. 

LIAA’s Suffolk Education Committee members include Dr. John Gallagher 
(Longwood), Carol Brown (ESBOCES), Diana Cook (Middle Country), 
Louisa Eiermann (Bayport-Blue Point, retired), Dr. Kim Lowenborg-
Coyne (North Babylon), Susan Radin (South Huntington), and 
Nassau representatives as well.

Coming in 2016-17
For more than 50 years, Roald Dahl’s story of “Charlie and the 
Chocolate Factory” has been captivating audiences around the globe. 
Now Broadway audiences can experience, first hand, Willie Wonka’s 
marvelous and mysterious chocolate world and those amazing Oompa 
Loompas. Charlie And 
The Chocolate Factory, 
The New Musical 
begins previews at the 
Lunt-Fontanne Theatre 
on March 17, 2017. 
Group reservations are 
now being accepted 
through March 2018. 
For more information 
or to book your school 
group, please call Caryl 
Goldsmith at 212-889-4300 or email carylgold@theatreparty.com

Join the campaign trail! Kids for President is a compilation of the best 
stories, essays and poems written by children across the country and 
adapted into a high-energy, socially conscious performance. First debuted 
in 1988, this year’s show is updated and covers a variety of issues 

important to kids, like leadership, 
responsibility, education and jobs, 
Kids for President gives children a 
platform to express their ideas and 
asks the question, “What would 
you do if YOU were President?” 

ESBOCES Arts in Education is 
doing a block booking for 

the last week in October 
2016. $1400 for one show; 
$1050 for two shows back-
to-back. Contact Child’s 
Play Touring Theatre at 773-
235-8911 or cptt@cptt.org 

for more information.

CALL FOR REVIEWS OF RESIDENCY PROGRAMS

Residencies offer some of the most valuable Arts-in-Education experiences, giving students ongoing, sustained learning with artists and 
specialists in the arts fields. To honor the value of residencies, ESBOCES Arts-in-Ed will highlight these types of experiences in this monthly 
newsletter. Please send us a few paragraphs, photos (if available, and always w/ releases, please) to help us herald the residencies you are 

offering your students. Email Carol Brown at cbrown@esboces.org
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Program ProfilEs (continued)

Child’s Play
Touring Theatre

presents
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WEB VIEWS

Quote of Month

“Art is a nation’s most precious heritage.  
For it is in our works of art that we reveal to ourselves and to others  

the inner vision which guides us as a nation. And where there is no vision, the people perish.”
– Lyndon B. Johnson

WEBINAR LOOKS AT NEW FUNDING FOR ARTS IN EDUCATION
In May, staff members of the National Endowment for the Art and the Department of Education hosted a webinar to introduce a new funding 
opportunity. Special topics, including an “Arts in Education” topic, have been developed by the National Center for Education Research (within 
Institute of Education Sciences) to encourage more research in under-studied areas. The “Arts in Education” topic supports research to understand 
how K-12 arts programs and policies might improve the educational outcomes of students. To view presentation and follow-up Q&A session, 
https://www.arts.gov/video/arts-human-development-task-force-may-2016-webinar

POETRY OUT LOUD WINNERS
In May, 53 state champions competed at the 2016 National Poetry Out Loud Recitation Contest in Washington, DC. Virginia State champion 
Ahkei Togun was the winner and took home a prize of $20,000. Poetry readings by 10 champions have been posted at https://www.arts.gov/
partnerships/poetry-out-loud/videos

SPEAK OUT ABOUT ARTS EDUCATION
The Learning Network, a New York Times blog, recently asked students to weigh in on the question: “What has arts education done for you?” Students 
aged 13 and older were asked to read two recent NY Times blog posts about arts programs and then share their feelings about arts education. Read 
what the students said at http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2016/05/05/student-question-what-has-arts-education-done-for-you/?_r=0

Editors
Susan Neale      Diane Bloxon      Carol Brown

www.esboces.org/AIE

Please submit articles and items of interest to
Carol Brown: cbrown@esboces.org

631-286-6989  (voice)

631-286-6991  (fax)

Editorial staff:

mark Your CalENdar…
June 27-29.    (C3)2 Summer Institute. FPatchogue, NY.  Contact Carol Brown at cbrown@esboces.org

August 1-2.    VSA Intersections: Arts and Special Education Conference. Pittsburgh, PA.  For more, see https://ww2.eventrebels.com/er/
EventHomePage/CustomPage.jsp?ActivityID=16305&ItemID=60872

October 5-7.    2016 Arts Education Partnership National Forum. Denver, CO.  For more, see http://www.aep-arts.org/
events/2016nationalforum-2/



OC 4510    6/16   CAS

Eastern Suffolk BOCES Board and Administration

President
Lisa Israel

Vice President
Sandra Townsend

Member and Clerk
Fred Langstaff

Members
 Arlene Barresi Susan Lipman
 Chris J. Cariello Joseph LoSchiavo
 Walter Wm. Denzler, Jr. Anne Mackesey
 Stephen Dewey, Ph.D. William K. Miller
 Stephen L. Gessner, Ph.D. Catherine M. Romano
 William Hsiang John Wyche
 
 Interim District Superintendent Chief Operating Officer
 Maureen Donohue-Whitley Julie Davis Lutz, Ph.D.

Associate Superintendent
Ryan J. Ruf – Management Services

Associate Superintendent
Peggie Staib, Ed.D. – Educational Services

Assistant Superintendent
R. Terri McSweeney, Ed.D. – Human Resources

Directors/Managers
Keith Anderson – Building Services

Leah Arnold – Career, Technical and Adult Education
Kate Davern – Education and Information Support Services

Colleen Lipponer – Business Services
Susan Maddi – Administrative Services
Grant Nelsen – Technology Integration

Gina Reilly – Special Education
Darlene Roces – Regional Information Center

Candace White-Ciraco, Ed.D. – Planning and Program Improvement

www.esboces.org

Eastern Suffolk BOCES does not discriminate against any employee, student, applicant for employment, or candidate for enrollment on the basis of sex, gender, 
race, color, religion or creed, age, weight, national origin, marital status, disability, sexual orientation, military or veteran status, domestic violence victim status, 
genetic predisposition or carrier status, or any other classification protected by Federal, State, or local law. Eastern Suffolk BOCES also provides equal access 
to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth groups. Inquiries regarding the implementation of applicable laws should be directed to either of the Eastern 
Suffolk BOCES Civil Rights Compliance Officers:  the Assistant Superintendent for Human Resources, 201 Sunrise Highway, Patchogue, NY 11772, 631-687-
3029, ComplianceOfficers@esboces.org; or the Associate Superintendent for Educational Services, 201 Sunrise Highway, Patchogue, NY 11772, 631-687-3056, 
ComplianceOfficers@esboces.org. Inquiries may also be addressed to the Office for Civil Rights at the US Department of Education, 32 Old Slip, 26th Floor, New 
York, NY 10005, 646-428-3800, OCR.NewYork@ed.gov.


