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MEMORANDUM 

 
 
TO:  Eastern Suffolk BOCES Staff 
      
FROM: Julie Davis Lutz, Ph.D. 
  
DATE:  August 28, 2017   
 
RE:  School Opening – 2017

 
 
As August sails by, I am quickly reminded that another summer is coming to an end.  It was a very 
busy and productive summer at Eastern Suffolk BOCES.  I am hopeful that you were able to find 
some time, or plan some time for early autumn, to decompress and refuel, both physically and 
emotionally.  We must take care of ourselves, first and foremost, so that we are able to continue to 
do the work that has become the hallmark of this agency.  
 
During the last school year, as well as over the summer, our attention has been focused on agency 
reaccreditation and several major building and program transitions.  I continue to be impressed by 
how staff respond to these challenges and the hard work that comes with them.  As I reflect on that, 
I am reminded what a pleasure it is to work with each and every one of you. 
 
Reaccreditation 
 
As you may remember, our Middle States Commission Validation Team recommended Eastern 
Suffolk BOCES for reaccreditation during their oral report on May 3, 2017.  The official decision will 
be made by the Middle States Commission in October 2017.  In an effort to share the work that was 
done last year with our stakeholders, as well as the plans for the next seven years, a video was 
created that is considerably different from other videos that we have created in the past.  To watch 
this fun and innovative presentation, please click here https://youtu.be/LhUY2uxCpPk.  Our next 
steps regarding strategic planning will be discussed at various meetings and events during the 
upcoming school year.  As we work through the lens of our new Middle States protocol “Adding 
Educational Value,” our focus for the next seven years will be a continued dedication to service with 
an added emphasis on innovation.  
 
Program Relocations 
 
As you may recall, Eastern Suffolk BOCES signed a lease agreement with the Sachem Central 
School District for the use of their Sequoya Middle School.  This opportunity put into place a two-
year plan to transition out of some of our present space into improved space.  This summer, we 
successfully moved three special education programs to new buildings, closing the Centereach 
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Academic Center, and opening the new Sequoya High School in part of the Sequoya building as 
part of these moves.  The second phase of this transition will occur over the next 18 months.  
 
Words cannot begin to describe the effort, at all levels, that was needed to complete these massive 
summer moves.  My thanks go out to the staff in all departments who have been involved in these 
transitions.  Although it has not been easy, your dedication to getting the job done in the midst of 
challenging circumstances is a hallmark of what we do at ESBOCES.  As you return to work, please 
be patient and communicate with your administrators if there is something that is not functioning the 
way you anticipated.  Like everything involved with change and renovation, we truly do not know 
how well any plan or piece of equipment will work until it is tested.  I thank you in advance for your 
understanding and cooperation.  
 
The following program transitions are expected to be completed by the beginning of the school year: 
 

• The program that existed at the Bellport Academic Center (BAC), as well as at the South 
Haven School, has moved to Sequoya, and will now be known as Sequoya High School.  
The program at the Patchogue-Medford High School will remain as is, other than in name.  It 
will now be referred to as Sequoya @ Patchogue-Medford High School.   

  
• The Islip Academic Center (IAC) program, including its program located in the Islip Career 

Center (IAC @ ICC program), has relocated to our Brookhaven campus.  The new name of 
the program will be Bellport Academic Center (BAC). 
 

• The Centereach Academic Center (CAC) program has relocated to the Islip Academic Center 
building.  The new name of the program will be Islip Academic Center (IAC). 
 

• Plans for use of the space that was vacated by the Islip Academic Center at ICC will be part 
of the next phase of space planning.  

 
Employee Tours 
 
In an effort to provide staff with a better understanding of the agency, the ESBOCES tours were 
reestablished during the 2016-17 school year.  After providing three different and well-received 
ESBOCES tours, we have decided to offer this opportunity again.  Each tour takes the better part of 
a work day and is limited to 40 staff members.  We are planning three tours: one central, one 
eastern, and one western.  All of the tours will include a general overview of ESBOCES, and 
showcase a variety of our programs, culminating with a lunch prepared by our culinary students and 
staff.  Click the link for more information and to sign up for one of the tours: 2017-18 ESBOCES 
Tours. 
 
Community Legislative Committee 
 
For many years, leadership in the agency has been involved in regional advocacy related to public 
education.  Last year, we offered the opportunity to expand that advocacy to our own ESBOCES 
staff and students.  The Eastern Suffolk BOCES Community Legislative Committee had a very 
successful first year in 2016-17.  Our monthly meetings took place in the evening at the Gary D. 
Bixhorn Technical Center, and each meeting offered an informative guest speaker.  The year 
culminated with the staff and students on the committee joining the Advocacy Day event in Albany.  
This unique committee made up of staff, students, and parents was facilitated by Mr. William Miller, 
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Eastern Suffolk BOCES Board Vice President.  Attached is the flyer for our September 14 meeting 
with guest speaker Suffolk County Police Commissioner Timothy Sini.  Please RSVP for the meeting 
to kmaue@esboces.org.  
 
Autism Walk 
 
The agency and individual programs support many organizations over the course of the school year.  
One event that comes up early in the fall is the walk for autism.  This year, the walk is on Sunday, 
October 1, 2017, at Jones Beach State Park.  If you would like to join the team, please log onto the 
Walk Now for Autism Speaks: Long Island website, http://act.autismspeaks.org/longisland and make 
sure that you join the Eastern Suffolk BOCES team (Tsila Blank is the team captain).   
 
This Autism Walk committee is also very excited to offer something innovative to support Autism 
Speaks this year.  They are planning a student talent show for the spring which will take place at 
Creative Ministries Performing Arts Center in Oakdale.  Watch your email for additional information 
as this event unfolds.  
 
Leadership Changes Since August 2016 
 

• Dr. Candace White-Ciraco, Director of the Office of Planning and Program Improvement, is 
retiring at the end of August.  We will be restructuring the responsibilities of Dr. White-Ciraco 
and closing the Office of Planning and Program Improvement.  The management of grants 
will be overseen by staff in the Business Services Department.  The administrators in charge 
of federal and state networks will report directly to the District Superintendent.  The 
administrator in charge of Student and Employee Assistance Programs and the oversight of 
agency strategic planning will continue to be the responsibility of the Chief Operating Officer. 
 

• Ms. Christa Stevenson was appointed to the position of Program Administrator for 
ENL/Bilingual Programs to oversee the Long Island Regional Bilingual Education-Resource 
Network (L.I. RBE-RN), the Intensive Teacher Institute for Bilingual Special Education (ITI-
BSE), and the two Title III Consortia for Nassau and Suffolk counties.  Ms. Stevenson joined 
the agency in 2002 as a Bilingual Resource Specialist, and is filling the position that was 
vacated when Ms. Terri Brady-Méndez retired. 
 

• Ms. Krista Legge was recently appointed to the Regional Special Education-Technical 
Assistance Center (RSE-TASC) as an Administrative Coordinator, Behavior Specialist. 

• In November 2016, Mr. Ross Cohen was appointed to the position of Program Administrator 
for Special Education.  This is the position that was vacated due to the resignation of Ms. 
Tina Dillon. 

 
• In December 2016, Mr. Vincent Iorio was appointed to the position of Assistant Principal at 

the Bellport Academic Center, and will be moving to the Sequoya High School effective 
September 1, 2017.  This is the position that was vacated by Mr. Ross Cohen. 

 
• Ms. Marjorie Guzewicz has been appointed to the position of Administrative Coordinator for 

Literacy, Career, Technical, and Adult Education.  This is the position that was vacated due 
to the resignation of Ms. Theresa Westergard.  Ms. Guzewicz previously held a position in 
the RSE-TASC as a Special Education School Improvement Specialist.  
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• Ms. Vanessa Biagioli-Dittrich was appointed to the position of Administrative Coordinator for 
Student Data Services at the Instructional Support Center.  This is the position that was 
vacated by the retirement of Ms. Ellen Moore. 
 

• Mr. Matthew Matera resigned to take a position as Principal for the Central Islip Union Free 
School District.  We are in the process of completing a search to fill the vacancy.   

 
• Mr. Steven Repperger will serve as Principal at the Sequoya High School (SHS).                

Mr. Repperger, along with all of the students and staff who were previously housed at the 
Bellport Academic Center, will begin the school year at SHS.  
 

• Ms. Susan Goltz will serve as Principal at the Islip Academic Center (IAC).  Ms. Goltz, along 
with all of the students and staff who were previously housed at the Centereach Academic 
Center, will begin the school year at IAC.  
 

• Mr. Anthony Coggiano will serve as Principal at the Bellport Academic Center.  Mr. Coggiano, 
along with all of the students and staff who were previously housed at the Islip Academic 
Center (including IAC@ICC), will begin the school year at the Bellport Academic Center. 
 

• Ms. Holly Iuliucci has been appointed to the position of Principal at the Jefferson Academic 
Center.  This is the position that was vacated due to the resignation of Mr. Christopher 
Williams. 
 

• Mr. Robert Anziano has recently joined the agency as an Assistant Principal at the Sequoya 
High School.  This is the position that was vacated by Ms. Iuliucci.  
 

• Mr. James Crenshaw has recently joined the agency as a Principal at the Westhampton 
Beach Learning Center.  This is the position that was vacated by the retirement of Mr. Kevin 
Crofton. 

 
Our ability to acclimate to change and stay committed to our mission and long-term plan are 
hallmarks of what makes us the agency that we are.  I look forward to another year of working 
together to meet the needs and challenges of our stakeholders.  
 
As always, members of the BOCES Educators of Eastern Suffolk (BEES) should plan to attend the 
opening day meeting on Tuesday, September 5, 2017, from 8:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m., at the 
Patchogue Theatre for the Performing Arts.  (The Patchogue Theatre is located at 71 East Main 
Street between North Ocean Avenue and Maple Avenue.  East Main Street is also known as 
Montauk Highway, Veterans Boulevard, and Route 27A.)  Please report back to your assigned 
building following the meeting.   
 
All other employees should report to work as directed by their supervisors. 
 
JDL/km 
Attachment 
c: Eastern Suffolk BOCES Board 
 



Attention Eastern Suffolk BOCES Students, Parents, and Staff

Please join us for the first meeting of the Eastern Suffolk BOCES

Community Legislative Committee
for the 2017-18 school year

Guest Speaker – Timothy Sini, Suffolk County Police Commissioner

September 14, 2017 • 7:00 – 8:00 p.m.
Gary D. Bixhorn Technical Center (BTC) • 350 Martha Avenue, Bellport, NY 11713

Eastern Suffolk BOCES does not discriminate against any employee, student, applicant for employment, or candidate for enrollment on the basis of sex, gender, 
race, color, religion or creed, age, weight, national origin, marital status, disability, sexual orientation, military or veteran status, domestic violence victim status, 
genetic predisposition or carrier status, or any other classification protected by Federal, State, or local law. ESBOCES also provides equal access to the Boy Scouts 
and other designated youth groups. Inquiries regarding the implementation of the above laws should be directed to either of the ESBOCES Civil Rights Compliance 
Officers at ComplianceOfficers@esboces.org:  the Assistant Superintendent for Human Resources, 631-687-3029, or the Associate Superintendent for Educational 
Services, 631-687-3056, 201 Sunrise Highway, Patchogue, NY 11772. Inquiries may also be addressed to the Office for Civil Rights at the US Department of 
Education, 32 Old Slip, 26th Floor, New York, NY 10005, 646-428-3800, OCR.NewYork@ed.gov.

OCR 4689   8/17    WS/CAS

The committee is for those who are interested in learning about the issues impacting school districts and BOCES 
and how to advocate for positive change. With an extensive resume of successful legislative activities,  
William K. Miller, ESBOCES Board Vice President, chairs this committee of adults and students interested in working 
together to benefit our community by learning about, and becoming involved in the legislative process.

We are honored to have Police Commissioner Timothy Sini as a guest speaker to kick off our Community Legislative 
Committee meetings this year. Police Commissioner Sini will be addressing the Committee on matters related to  
public safety concerns that impact Suffolk County and its schools.

If you have any questions or would like to RSVP to any of the committee meetings,  
please send an email to kmaue@esboces.org.

2017-18 MEETING SCHEDULE

All meetings will be held at 7:00 p.m.  
at the Bixhorn Technical Center

Thursday Sept. 14, 2017 7:00 p.m.

Thursday Oct. 19, 2017 7:00 p.m.

Thursday Nov. 16, 2017 7:00 p.m.

Thursday Dec. 7, 2017 7:00 p.m.

Thursday Jan. 11, 2018 7:00 p.m.

Thursday Feb. 15, 2018 7:00 p.m.

Thursday March 8, 2018 7:00 p.m.

Thursday April 19, 2018 7:00 p.m.

Thursday May 10, 2018 7:00 p.m.

Timothy Sini,  
Suffolk County  
Police Commissioner




