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Dear Parents/Persons in Parental Relation: 
 
For over 20 years, Eastern Suffolk BOCES (ESBOCES) has participated in the Long Island 
Walk Now for Autism Speaks fundraising event, which is held annually in the early fall at Jones 
Beach State Park.  This year, due to the COVID-19 pandemic, Autism Speaks is offering three 
ways to participate.  
 

Option 1 — Hit the Road with us to Walk on Wheels! 
On Sunday, October 11, 2020, we will host the Autism Speaks Walk on Wheels, an organized 
interactive car parade and festival driven by kindness.  Inspired by the car parades that have 
brought joy to so many during these times of social distancing, this option is offered to convene 
our community, while safely distanced, as we hit the road to celebrate together. 
 

Option 2 — Go virtual and bring the Walk home! 
If W-O-W (yup, that's what we're calling it!) doesn't work for you, there is just as much fun to be 
had when you participate from home.  Walk 1.54 miles with your friends and family (for the 1 in 
54 US kids with autism) or get together with your team to celebrate locally while maintaining 
safe social distancing recommendations. 
 

Option 3 — Show us how you Walk to the beat of your own drum.  Get creative! 
If there's one thing we know about our Walk community…it's that there's no shortage of ways 
you show how much you care about people with autism.  So, get those creative wheels turning, 
and show us your amazing, inspiring, and shareable ideas (neighborhood car parade of your 
own? community scavenger hunt? sidewalk chalk art installation? online Bingo?) to celebrate 
Walk a little differently this year.  Who knows, maybe your idea will inspire other Walkers to do 
the same! 
 
All ESBOCES families and friends are encouraged to participate.  If interested in any one of the 
options, please register online for the ESBOCES team (located in the Top Teams tab) at 
http://act.autismspeaks.org/site/TR/Walk/LongIsland?pg=entry&fr_id=5292.  This will bring you to 
the correct registration page, which provides additional information.  Participants are encouraged 
to set fundraising goals.  If you are unable to participate but would like to donate toward the 
ESBOCES team total, you may do that as well. 
 
Although the event is several weeks away (October 11, 2020), you are being provided with this 
information now so that you have time to plan as a family. 
 
You may participate and support autism research by supporting fundraising efforts as well.  An 
order form for sale of various merchandise will be sent home with your child on the first day of 
school.  This information will also be posted on the ESBOCES website.  All profits from the sale of 
this merchandise will be donated to Autism Speaks. 
   
Please do not hesitate to contact your child’s school if you have any questions or would like to 
order merchandise to support this fundraising effort.  We thank you for your generous support of 
the Agency’s efforts to contribute to funding research and connecting families to critical lifelong 
supports and services.  
 


