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ESBOCES, Academy Students Study September 11 and Honor the Fallen
Students in every grade at Tecumseh Elementary School
participated in learning and discussions regarding this national
tragedy and then assembled dozens of pinwheels, which they
planted on the front lawn of the school. The pinwheels were

displayed until September 21, which is International Peace
Day. After collecting their pinwheels and writing messages of
peace on them, the school donated them to Unite in Peace, an
organization that sent them to orphanages around the world.

Left: Custodial
Worker Christopher
Johanson hammered
a screwdriver into the
hard ground so that
Anthony, Sachem
CSD, was able to
plant his pinwheel
onto the front lawn
of the school. Right:
Michael, South
Country CSD,
learned about
showing respect
for this Day of
Remembrance.
Below left:
Benjamin,
PatchogueMedford UFSD,
watches the patriot pinwheels spin outside of Tecumseh Elementary
School. Below right: Edwin, Central Islip UFSD, looks at the display of
flags around the flagpole.

On the cover—Matthew, South Country CSD, places an American flag at the base of the main flag outside
Premm Learning Center. Holding hearts and signs, students paraded from the school building to the flagpole.
After a moment of silence, the students recited “The Pledge of Allegiance” and sang the “National Anthem.”
Then, while waving their flags, they sang “What the World Needs Now is Love.”
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Left: Iyanna, South Country CSD, plants a daffodil
bulb in the garden outside of Islip Academic Center.
The bulbs are planted to remember the lives lost
during the attacks on September 11. American flags
are placed next to the daffodil bulbs to mark where
they’re buried until they bloom in the spring. Below:
Bonnie, Bayshore UFSD, beside her sign.

Left: Animal Science Teacher
Lisa Mongiello, at the Academy
at Bixhorn Tech, standing, far
right, showed her students the
documentary, Hero Dogs of 9-11,
which details the outstanding
search-and-rescue operations
working dogs engaged in at
Ground Zero on September 11 and
immediately afterwards.

Right: At Westhampton Beach Learning Center,
students in Social Studies Teacher Evan Miller’s
class used a Venn Diagram to compare and
contrast facts and background information of
September 11 with that of the attack on Pearl
Harbor. (A Venn Diagram consists of overlapping
circles and the shared space is reserved for
similarities.) Evan Miller, left, watches Joseph,
South Country CSD, move information into the
appropriate areas on the Smart Board. There was
much discussion about these two events, which
occurred 60 years apart.
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BINGO!

For the students at Brookhaven Learning
Center, summer-themed Bingo was more
than just a fun game. It was an enjoyable
exercise that reinforced sequencing and the
importance of following instructions to play
along and have a good time.

Fun in the Sun

Students at Sayville
Elementary School
celebrated the last days
of summer with field day.
There were sponge races,
volleyball, parachute, and
bubble stations. It was a
perfect way to get ready
for the new school year.
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A Flipping Good Time

Students at Westhampton Beach
Learning Center celebrated the
beginning of summer with a special
breakfast of pancakes and orange
juice, prepared by their classmates.
The breakfast meal allowed students
to socialize, and learn lessons
about food preparation in a fun and
engaging manner.
To make a successful breakfast, they
had to properly read the directions,
measure out the ingredients from
a boxed mix, and place them in a
bowl in the right order. A teacher
then took the prepared batter and
cooked it for the rest of the class.
While the pancakes were being
cooked, one student set the table
and another made fresh-squeezed
orange juice.
The students learned how their
favorite breakfast foods are
prepared, and had a fun time being
a part of the cooking process.

Sensory Activity

Students at Sayville Elementary School,
formerly Masera Learning Center,
participated in an enjoyable sensory
activity using sand and paint where they
created their own colorful picture scenes.
In addition to the tactile input, this exercise
helped them utilize their fine motor skills
and hand-eye coordination.

Chloe, Middle Country CSD, displays the sand art
craft she created.

5

Highlights

									

Career Explorers

It’s never too early to start planning your future. Whether
it’s learning how to make a delicious cupcake, build a
grill, or comb a perfect up-do, students at the ESBOCES
Summer Career Exploration Program had some summer
fun while trying out possible careers. Held for three
weeks during July, students entering grades 8 through 10
learned basic concepts and skills in Welding, Engineering,
Animal Care, Culinary Arts, Cosmetology, or Automotive
Technology. From the first day, students were engaged in
hands-on experiences such as using a torch for welding,
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operating a car lift, or programming small robots to
navigate a maze. Students in Culinary Arts participated in
a cooking competition and Animal Care students learned
how to properly groom a dog. Half-day classes were held
Monday through Friday at locations in Bellport, Oakdale,
and Riverhead.
These enjoyable learning opportunities align with
courses offered through ESBOCES Career and Technical
Education Program for students to continue building the
groundwork for their future.

Cosmetology students at MTC held a spa day for their family members, treating them to hairstyling, paraffin hand treatments, manicures, and facials.
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Animal Science students at BTC learned how to
groom dogs and even hypnotize a chicken!
First-time welders in the
Metal Magic classes at ICC and MTC
fabricated charcoal grills.

Below: Automotive students at WTC and MTC learned the basics of vehicle
maintenance, from fixing a flat to performing their own oil changes.

Above: Culinary Arts students
creatively combined zucchini,
purple potatoes, and ground
beef in award-winning dishes in
a competition based on the Food
Network TV show “Chopped.”
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Roller Coaster Ride

This summer, the educational theme
was the “Amusement Park” in Theresa
Gannon’s classroom at Westhampton
Beach Learning Center. Students learned
about the five senses with an array of
activities that focused on each one. To
learn about the sense of touch, students
watched a video about a roller coaster
and then used craft foam to construct
their own version of the fun ride.

Science Experiment Teaches Procedure and Basic Color Theory
Leanne Prevete, special
education teacher at
Westhampton Beach Learning
Center, recently conducted an
engaging science experiment
with her students about
absorption called the Walking
Water Rainbow. Ms. Prevete
had her students set up a row
of seven clear cups containing
water and food coloring to
represent each color of the
rainbow. As Ms. Prevete
loosely draped a narrow band
of paper towels across the
cups, students watched them
absorb the colored water and
blend into new colors where
the cups touched. Students
made predictions, recorded
their observations, and also
learned about primary colors
and how to mix them to make
new colors.
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Pickleicious

Steve Zaremba recently had his students at
Westhampton Beach Learning Center make
homemade pickles. This fun and seasonal
exercise was also a lesson in following the
recipe’s directions and measuring ingredients.
Each student received a jar of pickles to take
home at the end of the day.
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Splish Splash

Students at Premm Learning
Center were treated to a water
park experience, right on school
grounds. The teachers at Premm
brought in pools, toys, ice pops,
and bubbles to simulate what it’s
like to visit a water park on a hot
summer day. Water parks can be
overwhelming to some students
with special needs. Between hot
concrete, cold water, shouting
patrons, and brightly colored rides,
water parks may be inaccessible to
students with sensory sensitivities or
mobility concerns. The Premm staff
saw this as a learning opportunity
for their students, and brought in all
the makings for an authentic water
park experience. Students were
also given blue sunglasses donated
by GEICO Insurance Co. A therapy
dog, Olympia, was in attendance to
accompany students to different stations.
Many students found the yellow lab
comforting, and were emboldened to get
outside their comfort zone with her help.

Stephanie, PatchogueMedford UFSD, cools off with
her teacher while enjoying an
ice pop.

Gabriela, Brentwood UFSD,
plays at the bubble station.

Anthony, Patchogue-Medford UFSD, lets Olympia, wear his sunglasses
beside the pool.

Gurparas, Brentwood UFSD, enjoys the splash zone with his teacher.
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Liam, William Floyd UFSD, and Keno, Brentwood UFSD, do a forward fold
during yoga class.

Namaste in School

Students at Sayville Elementary
School (SES) aren’t at their desks on
Wednesdays at 10 a.m. Instead, they’re
stretching, breathing deeply, and
doing yoga. SES has been piloting a
course called “Get Ready to Learn”
and is looking to expand it across
the school. The program brings the
benefit of yoga to the classroom, which
helps the students be more present
in their lessons throughout the day.
The 15-minute sessions are held in the
students’ classroom and led by their
teacher alongside an instructional
video. Before the class starts, students
grab their own yoga mat, which is
provided by the school. In addition to
the mental health benefits, the yoga
sessions also provide an opportunity
for students to develop their gross
motor skills. Teachers at SES are finding
that students who are unable to fully
participate in the classes still benefit,
as it gives them time to listen to soft
music and move freely to release pentup energy. At the end of every yoga
session, the teacher leads the students
in a song, which helps them liven up
and get ready for the next lesson.

Tyler (left), Islip
UFSD, performs
downward dog
beside his aide.

Liam, William Floyd UFSD, and Keno, Brentwood UFSD, sing a song with their teacher
after class.
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ESBOCES Adds Swing for Physically Impaired Students
Premm Learning Center recently unveiled its
new therapeutic swing for students with physical
disabilities. This adaptive piece of equipment
will allow many students to use a swing for the
first time, providing them with both therapeutic
and recreational outcomes. The swing can also
be easily adjusted for use by non-ambulatory
students.
More than one year ago, recently retired Premm
Principal Carolynn Hansen put plans in motion
to purchase the Liberty Swing, manufactured
by a Sydney, Australia-based company of the
same name. She did so because approximately
50 percent of the Premm student body are
wheelchair-bound and unable to use the school
playground equipment. All students will use the
swing with the help of physical and occupational
therapists.
Students who have control of their upper bodies
can hold onto the swing to strengthen their
arms when they use the swing as part of their
physical therapy. Use of the swing provides
vestibular stimulation through receptors located
within the inner ear. Vestibular stimulation
contributes to body awareness and movement.
It can influence body posture and muscle tone,
enhance equilibrium and balance, and increase
gravitational awareness.
A drop-down bench provides a seat for nonambulatory students, the swing cab features a
seatbelt, and a ramp that locks into place allows
wheelchair access. The swing resides in a fencedin area and is secured when not in use.

For more news and information about
Eastern Suffolk BOCES, please visit our
website: www.esboces.org
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