
The students at PLC conducted a 
science experiment to see if they 
could harness the power of the sun to 
cook s’mores. This exercise exposed 
students to the scientific process and 
allowed them to form hypotheses 
about what would happen when they 
put graham crackers, marshmallows, 
and chocolate in a clean pizza box 
lined with black construction paper 
and aluminum foil, covered it with 
plastic wrap and left it outside for 
two hours. 
Students prepared the boxes, the 
s’mores, and their hypotheses on the 
first day of the experiment. On the 
second day, staff placed the boxes 
outside on long tables under the 
sun with their tops held open using 

wooden dowels. Two hours 
later, the boxes were brought 
back inside where students 
examined the results and wrote 
their conclusions. Said Mary 
Fusco, the special education 
teacher who headed this 
project, “The experiment was a 
success. The sun melted all the 
chocolate and marshmallows. 
Our students learned about 
the principles of light and heat 
and the scientific process. They 
used aluminum foil and black 
construction paper to reflect 
and conduct heat from the 
sun, and plastic wrap to trap 
that heat within the box to use 
it as an oven. The results were 
delicious sunbaked s’mores.”
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S’MORES SCIENCE EXPERIMENT 
TEACHES POWER OF THE SUN

Michelle, Brentwood UFSD, 
prepares a s’more, which will  
be placed inside the pizza box.

A homemade pizza box oven filled with 
s’mores, lined with black construction  

paper, aluminum foil, and plastic wrap,  
and propped open with a wooden dowel.

Jeffray, South Country CSD, puts 
graham crackers on the science board.

Daniel, Patchogue-Medford UFSD, and  
Diego, Patchogue-Medford UFSD, 

construct the box.
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Movie Wednesdays at PLC provide students with more than just a fun 
activity. The exercise replicates the experience of visiting a movie theater, 
giving students the opportunity to practice good communications skills. 
Each Wednesday, the school shows two movies and students take turns 
functioning as ticket takers and concession stand operators. When 
attendees arrive at the “theater,” they use appropriate communication 
to request the movie of their choice. They receive a movie ticket and 
play money to purchase a 
snack before proceeding 
to the concession stand. To 
communicate, students may 
verbalize what they want, 
gesture, or use an augmentative 
device. Said Sandra Pensak, 
summer principal at Premm, 
“The ability to purchase movie 
tickets and retail items can 
be taken for granted by many 
people. For young students with 
special needs, this activity allows 
them to have that experience as 
well as a good time in a situation 
that depicts the real world.”

MOVIE AFTERNOONS TEACH 
COMMUNICATIONS AND LIFE SKILLS

Teacher of Speech and Language 
Kathleen Burns helps Joshua,  

Central Islip UFSD, with a concession 
stand transaction for fellow student 

Isaiah, Bay Shore UFSD.

Island Harvest, the Long Island-based food bank, visited 
Samoset @ BLC this summer. Students had the opportunity to 
spin the nutrition wheel and receive information and stickers 
about fruits, vegetables, and other important information. 
Island Harvest representatives toured schools this summer 

to strengthen school nutrition 
programs and explain the need 
for hunger relief and how we can 
all work together.

A VISIT FROM ISLAND HARVEST

Anthony, Patchogue-Medford UFSD, 
hands Ryan, Middle Country CSD, 
his movie ticket after he has made his 
selection and paid for it with play money.
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When you think summer, what comes to mind? 
Ice cream, the beach, watermelon and … 
CAMPING! The fantastic staff at both BLC and 
PLC recently went all out by creating camping 
events for students. There was trail mix, a 
scavenger hunt with binoculars, bird watching, 
a sing-a-long, crafts, a canoe, fishing, and 
even a chat around the “fire.” Just take a look 
at some of these pics to see what a good time 
everyone had!

WHAT’S BETTER THAN  
A CAMPOUT?



Horticulture students Danielle, Three Village CSD, 
and Shakayiah, Central Islip UFSD, designed a 
red, white, and blue wreath of fresh flowers at ICC, 
which they placed by the school’s waterfall  
to honor the victims of September 11.

ESBOCES STUDENTS COMMEMORATE HEROES 
AND VICTIMS OF SEPTEMBER 11

HIGHLIGHTING HEROES  
AT ISLIP ACADEMIC CENTER

4

Students at IAC researched individuals who did heroic and 
extraordinary things on 9-11 to help save lives such as the Man in  
the Red Bandanna, Welles Crowther, Brian Hickey, and David Karnes, 
to name a few. Some of these individuals are still alive; some have 
perished. Students used research, writing, and art skills to create 
posters depicting the heroic deeds of these individuals.  
They communicated the heroic deeds to 
the student body by reading them over the 
PA system. There was a moment of silence 
before each account was read. 
Many of the students were born after 2001; 
this project was chosen so the students 
would have a better understanding of how 
this tragic event affected everyone.



Students and staff at PLC commemorated September 11 by 
honoring the town of Gander, Newfoundland. Seventeen years 
ago, the small Canadian town took in almost 6,700 people when, 
due to the terrorist attacks, planes were forced to land there. 
They opened their homes and their hearts with overwhelming 
hospitality. This event also drew worldwide attention, inspiring a 
Broadway musical, Come From Away. 
Students paraded through the building waving Canadian and 
American flags while songs such as With a Little Help From My 
Friends, by the Beatles, You’ve Got a Friend in Me, by Randy 
Newman, and the national anthems of the United States and 
Canada were played through the PA system. 

After viewing 
Operation Yellow 
Ribbon, a short 
film about the 
landing of the 
planes at Gander, 
Newfoundland, 
students went 
outside to plant 
American flags 
around the 
flagpole at the 
front of PLC.
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CELEBRATING OUR CANADIAN FRIENDS



A DAY AT THE RACES
Students at MLC worked with the school’s 
occupational therapists to learn how to 
construct and race handcrafted boats. They 
were actively involved in all aspects of boat 
building from start to finish, and then grabbed 
their straws to blow them across a small pool of 
water as the races commenced.

At MLC, students made 
sand art magnets that 
looked like tropical 
fish. The texture of the 
brightly-colored sand 
provided a fun sensory 
project for students.

SAND-TASTIC!
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FIELD OF DREAMS
Beautiful summer days call for Field Day 
activities. Volleyball, water games, bubbles, 
scooter races, tug-of-war, hoop toss, all types 
of relay races, and a pop music soundtrack 
were all part of the field day extravaganzas 
held at MLC and SAC.
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Everyone was a winner when playing camping-
themed Bingo at WHBLC. Participating 
students used their listening skills to follow 
directions, in addition to employing image 
and word recognition. They had a great time 
playing the game and enjoyed snacks, which 
were awarded for winning each round.

B-I-N-G-O!



Everyone was a shining star as 
they took to the stage during 
the summer karaoke event at 
WHBLC. Students and staff 
cheered each other on as they 
sang, played instruments, and 
got the audience on their feet 
to clap and sing along. 

A STAR IS BORN
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The teachers at WHBLC recently used pizza making as a 
school-wide skills lesson to teach proficiency in multiple 
areas for students. Each classroom teacher received 
the basic ingredients (dough, sauce, cheese, toppings), 
taught a lesson, and helped their students to make a 
pizza pie. 

Students learned about the standard ingredients that 
make up pizza, the optional toppings, and the order in 
which they are assembled. Teachers backed up their 
lesson with a worksheet and helped students to roll out 
dough, spoon on the sauce, and add cheese, seasonings, 
and toppings. The teachers cooked the pizzas at 
school and served them in their classrooms. Preparing 
food involves important daily life skills for students 
with special needs, in addition to comprehending the 
progression of steps. Understanding the sequence of 

ingredients for 
putting together 
a pizza is key, as is 
following a recipe 
and classroom 
directions. Special 
Education Teacher 
Glenn Ewald said, 
“This is a brilliant 
lesson that helped 
to reinforce skills 
we teach here in 
the classroom. 
Everyone loves 
pizza and wanted 
to get involved in 
making one.”

Special Education Teacher Heather Serafino 
helps Nick, Middle Country CSD, spoon 

marinara sauce onto the pizza dough.

Special Education Teacher Glenn Ewald 
(back row, dark blue T-shirt) with his class 

and their homemade pizza pie.

Gregory, Hampton Bays UFSD,  sprinkles 
garlic powder on the pizza dough.

Special Education Teacher Heather Serafino 
and Special Education Aide Marissa Cristiano 
help Daniel, Longwood CSD, sprinkle 
shredded mozzarella cheese onto the pizza.

PIZZA MAKING TEACHES LIFE SKILLS, SEQUENCING, 
AND HOW TO FOLLOW DIRECTIONS
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The ESBOCES CTE department aims to interest young 
students now in potential careers before they are upper 
classmen in high school. Each summer, ESBOCES holds its 
popular Summer Career Exploration Program for students 
entering 8th, 9th, and 10th grades so they can experiment 
with potential career possibilities through two-week, 
project-based introductory courses. This year the program 
ran from July 9-20 at the three ESBOCES technical career 
centers located in Oakdale, Bellport, and Riverhead.
Federal and state education initiatives focus on ensuring 
that students leave high school properly prepared for 
college and adequately equipped to compete in a 
demanding global workforce. These courses provide 
students with an opportunity to explore career interests 
long before graduation, show them what is required to 
succeed in those fields, and introduce them to career 

programs available in grades 11 and 12 through such 
educational providers as the Eastern Long Island 
Academy of Applied Technology.
To be eligible to participate in the Summer Exploration 
Program, students had to be entering grades 8-10 in the 
fall of 2018 and be 12 years old by the time the program 
commenced. Sessions ran Monday through Friday from 
8:30 a.m. to 12 p.m. at the ESBOCES career and technical 
centers in Bellport, Oakdale, and Riverhead. Course 
offerings included Culinary Arts, Automotive Technology, 
Cosmetology, Basic Pet Care and Training, and Welding.
For more information 
about our  
career programs  
for high school 
students, please call  
Rob Van Brunt  
at 631-419-1628 or 
visit the Academy 
website at  
www.AcademyLI.org.

Students attending the 
Summer Career Exploration 
Program had the opportunity 
to road test careers in 
Culinary Arts, Cosmetology, 
Welding, Dog Grooming, and 
Automotive Technology.

YOUNG TEENS EXPLORE CAREERS AT ESBOCES
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STUDENTS LEARN  
DOG GROOMING BASICS
Roll up your sleeves and get your hands wet. 
There is no better – or more exciting – way to 
learn. Students in the Summer Career Exploration 
Dog Grooming Program had that experience. 
Just several days into this 10-day program, these 
young teens put what they had been studying to 
the test. Teacher Tiffany Piasecki had them use 
their newfound skills to wash and groom Bell, a 
German Shepherd. Students first examined her 
coat and skin to determine the correct brush or 
comb and shampoo to use. Next, they brushed 
her, prior to her bath, to remove any mattes and 
tangles. They then used professional equipment 
to wash and dry her, correctly picking her up 
each time she was placed in and taken out of the 
sink, and on and off the drying table. They even 
checked her ears as well. At the end of class, Bell 
looked great and all the students had a successful 
first experience grooming a dog. To learn more 
about the Summer Career Exploration Program, 
please see the story on page 11.

Taryn Kilrain, 
East Islip UFSD, 
washes Bell while 
Megan McDougall, 
Connetquot CSD, 
watches.

Ava Rae Davis, Sachem CSD, 
towel dries Bell after her bath.

Thomas Luhrs, William Floyd UFSD, 
uses the professional dryer on Bell.

The Dog Grooming class with Teacher 
Tiffany Piasecki, bottom center in blue.
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Congratulations Amanda Rasmussen, South 
Country CSD, who took home first place with 
her decadent dark chocolate and Nutella 
raspberry cupcakes in the Cupcake Wars 
competition. Amanda and her classmates in 
the Culinary Arts class in the Summer Career 
Exploration Program each had to develop a 
theme and then bake and decorate their own 
cupcakes and icing from scratch. This was 
quite an accomplishment for these young 
students who are were only seven days into a 
10-day exploratory program and are entering 
either the 8th, 9th , or 10th grade. For more 
information on the Summer Career Exploration 
Program, please see the article on page 11.

CUPCAKE COMPETITION

For more news and information about  
Eastern Suffolk BOCES, please visit our 
newly designed website: www.esboces.org

Follow 
ESBOCES on

Download 
our 

mobile app!
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Businesses that support career programs, assist in 
curriculum development, and provide insight into 
what employers need from those entering  
the workforce help schools produce a better-
educated workforce. 
Heating, Ventilation, and Air Conditioning (HVAC) 
Teacher Nick DeBlanco at MTC understands the 
benefits of associations with local businesses. “The 
partnerships are reciprocal,” said DeBlanco. “Local 
businesses may provide my students with training, 
cutting-edge technology, and sometimes donate 
new or used equipment so students can engage in 
hands-on learning. The business capitalizes on the 
donation because they know we will make good use 
of the equipment and they will receive better-trained 
employees to hire.”
S.W. Anderson Sales, a local business since 1955 
with locations across Long Island, recently sent 
an 18-wheel truck filled with new and used high 
efficiency air conditioning (AC) units to the MTC 
campus in Oakdale. S.W. Anderson is a new business 
and industry partner with the Academy and Mr. 
DeBlanco’s program.
Mr. DeBlanco met Mike Anderson, president of S.W. 
Anderson, his sons, Jason and Mike, and Jacqueline 
Costello, director of marketing in the parking lot of 

MTC. Students from HVAC, newly certified 
in using a forklift, assisted in unloading the 
equipment from the truck.
“The HVAC Academy students will have the 
opportunity to have real-world experiences 
working on equipment that is industry 
standard,” said Mr. Anderson. “I feel we are 
helping the future of the HVAC industry 
because technology has become advanced. 
Yes, the technicians still use wrenches and 
screws but there are new skills to be learned 
related to wiring, sensors, engineering, and 
computer technology.” 
The partnership goal between the  
Academy HVAC Program and S.W. Anderson  
is to prepare students for the workforce  
and empower them to succeed in the  
global community. 
*  Employment of heating, air conditioning, and 

refrigeration mechanics and installers is projected to 
grow 15 percent from 2018 to 2026, much faster than  
the average for all occupations.

BUSINESS SUPPORT HELPS 
PRODUCE A BETTER-
EDUCATED WORKFORCE

Eastern Long Island Academy of Applied Technology HVAC Teacher, 
Nick DeBlanco, thanks President of S.W. Anderson, Mike Anderson,  
for the donation of new and used high efficiency AC units. Sons, and 
vice presidents of the company, Jason and Mike, are pictured with a 
piece of the equipment at the back of the truck.

A student from the HVAC Program at the Academy at MTC uses the 
forklift skills he learned to unload donated AC units under the guidance 
of a S.W. Anderson employee.

EASTERN LONG ISLAND
ACADEMY OF APPLIED TECHNOLOGY

Find Your Future Here
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Ceci Stevens, from Cutchogue N.Y., achieved her 
dream of getting a degree in Auto Diesel Technology. 
She loved the training and schoolwork so much she 
studied her way right up to be Valedictorian. 

Ceci recently paid a visit to her teacher who 
encouraged her to achieve her dream.

Her journey began at the Academy at ESBOCES. 
Enrolled in the Auto Technology Program at WTC in 
Riverhead during high school, Ceci spent two years 
in the program learning, competing, and honing 
her skills. She participated in the Greater New York 
Automobile Dealers Association Competition, 

SkillsUSA, received a Vanguard Student 
Recognition Award, and a full scholarship 
to Ohio Technical College, graduating as 
Valedictorian.

Ceci is the first female student at Ohio 
Technical College to receive a corporate 
sponsor to be trained in the Power 
Generations Program. 

She is gainfully employed as a field  
technician with EEC, with offices in 
Manhattan and Massachusetts.

“I’ve always had a passion for automobiles,” 
she said. “With the guidance and 
encouragement from my teacher, Mr. 
O’Hara, in the Auto Technology Program at 
ESBOCES, I achieved my dream.”

Ceci said she would always attribute 
her success to ESBOCES. “I credit my 
accomplishments to all that I learned at 
ESBOCES. I tell everyone I’m glad I had the 
chance to attend the career programs when 
I was in high school because I don’t know 
where I would be or what I would be doing 
without those opportunities.”

NOTABLE GRADUATE  
FROM EASTERN  
LONG ISLAND ACADEMY

Ceci visited the Auto Technology 
Program at the Academy at WTC 
to visit her teacher. She is posing 
below the picture of herself 
competing in the Greater New York 
Automobile Dealers Association 
while she was in high school. This 
is where her dream to be an auto 
diesel technician began.

For more news and information about the 
Eastern Long Island Academy of Applied Technology,  
please visit our website: www.academyli.org

Follow the 
Academy on

Download 
our 

mobile app!

EASTERN LONG ISLAND
ACADEMY OF APPLIED TECHNOLOGY

Find Your Future Here
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The summer program at SAC included 
plenty of skills-based activities as well 
as a healthy dose of FUN! Here are a 
few images from the carnival, which 
included such classics as the potato 
sack race and the water balloon toss, 
in addition to temporary tattoos, 
mini putt-putt golf, basketball, and 
refreshing beverages and snacks. 

CARNIVAL KIDS

Follow us! Like us! Share us!


