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Grantseeking help is available  
To request assistance with finding, planning, preparing, and submitting grant applications, please contact 
Dr. Candace White-Ciraco, Director, Office of Planning and Program Improvement, (631) 687-3263, 
cwhiteci@esboces.org. Also, please inform us of your interest in partnering with other organizations on 
a grant or program so that we can best coordinate everyone’s efforts. 
 
 
Posted on the ES-BOCES Intranet (access required) are the following documents you can 
download to help research, plan, and prepare grant applications: 
� Grantseeking Intake Form 
� Grant Application Planning Form 
� Grant Budget Form 
� Master Grant Application Outline 
� Logic Model Outline 
 
 
Popular Websites for Education Grants  
� Grant Wrangler – Grants for Teachers – http://www.grantwrangler.com   
� NYS Education Department – http://usny.nysed.gov/grants/fundgrantopp.html  
� Public Education Network – http://www.publiceducation.org/newsblast_grants.asp  
� US Dept of Education – http://www.ed.gov/fund/grant/apply/grantapps/index.html 
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Establishing or Partnering with a 501C3 Not-for-Profit Organization 

 

Many grantmakers state that they will not make grants to organizations that are not 501C3 not-for-

profit organizations, which removes most public school districts from consideration. Of course, often it 

is possible for a school or school district (and ES-BOCES) to partner with and be “written into” a 

501C3’s program and grant application, thus receiving funding. This is why it’s important to be creative 

and consider which not-for-profit organizations make sensible partners for your programs. 

 

In addition, many public school districts across the country and in Long Island have created a separate 

501C3 organization (often called a foundation) as a vehicle to receive funding from grants, individuals, 

corporate sponsorships, and other contributors – and, in turn, contribute these funds directly to school 

programs and activities. Major steps to establish a 501C3 organization include: 

� Learn about what’s involved and borrow from the experiences of similar organizations 

� Plan – define the intent and purposes of the organization, consider who will govern it and how it 

will operate, determine if staff will be required 

� Legally establish the organization – incorporate, create bylaws, form an initial board of directors, 

elect officers, conduct initial proceedings 

� Apply for 501C3 status – prepare and file IRS Form 1023 

 

Establishing a 501C3 organization requires planning, time and money, but often the benefits can be well 

worth the costs – if done correctly and with the proper intent. If you’d like specific information on this 

topic, please contact Dr. Candace White-Ciraco, Director, Office of Planning and Program 

Improvement, (631) 687-3263, cwhiteci@esboces.org 
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Useful Tips 
 

Approaching Grantmakers Prior to Applying 
By Paul Mastrodonato, Nonprofit Works 

 
As important as a well-planned and carefully written grant application is, it’s equally (if not more) 
important to place significant emphasis on approaching and developing relationships with grantmakers in 
advance of applying. Why? Because the easiest and best way to obtain a grantmaker’s advice and 
assistance is BEFORE applying – not after, when you’ve already made “the ask.” 
 
A reminder – in most cases, you’ve been researching and learning about the grantmaker – not the other 
way around. So, it’s your job to provide information and educate the grantmaker as to why you believe 
your program or project is a “good fit” with their interests, and to obtain any possible advice before 
applying. This is as true with government grantmakers as it is with private ones. 
 
Of course, some grantmakers are easier than others to access and communicate with before applying. 
Nonetheless, whether through letters of introduction, phone calls, or email messages, grantseeking 
involves matching and “selling” the results and impact of what your organization does with the results 
and impact a grantmaker is interested in and wants to “buy.”   
 
The following are some basic tips for approaching grantmakers prior to applying. 
 
1. Do your research and obtain basic information. Before making contact, learn the grantmaker’s 

funding history. That is, what kinds of organizations do they tends to give to, how much, and what 
for? This will not only help you tailor your approach, but it will show sincerity on your behalf and 
that you care about more than just money.  

 
2. Make contact and introduce your organization. The goal is to begin a dialogue. Inform the 

grantmaker that you’ve conducted preliminary research and that you’re trying to go further. Suggest 
that you realize a match between their priorities and your organization is important — and that you 
don’t want to waste their time. This helps take the grantmaker off the defensive and be more willing 
to have a discussion with you. 

 
3. Show them that you respect their interests and application process, and that you are sincere about a 

partnership. You might do this by asking their guidance in terms of the amount and likely use of 
grant request, and the best time for them to receive and consider your grant application. Also, ask if 
they can share any updates regarding their priorities and application process. 

 
4. Continue to cultivate a relationship. If it appears that there is a “match” between your organization 

and the grantmaker, ask if you can send some basic information about your programs and funding 
needs, invite them to visit, or ask if you can visit the grantmaker to run a few scenarios by them. 

 
5. And here’s an approach that many grantmakers find appealing: ask how your organization can help 

the grantmaker accomplish its funding goals. This shows that you recognize that the grantseeker – 
grantmaker relationship is supposed to be a partnership, and not a one-way street. 

 
The bottom line – although obvious, approaching a grantmaker and seeking to develop a relationship in a 

professional manner must be done before submitting an application. 
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Funding Opportunities 
Special Focus: Long Island Grantmakers 

 
The focus of this edition of Funding News is regional private grantmakers that have a history of funding 
schools, school districts, and education-based organizations on Long Island. In some cases, the 
grantmaker may require that the applicant to be a 501C3 entity. To learn how you can establish or 
partner with a 501C3 entity, please see page 2.  
 
For more information about the following opportunities or to receive help with specific grant research 
assistance, please contact Dr. Candace White-Ciraco, Director, Office of Planning and Program 
Improvement, (631) 687-3263, cwhiteci@esboces.org 

 
Blue text = key words related to the grantmaker’s interests. 
 
 
The Barker Welfare Foundation 
P.O. Box 2, Glen Head, NY 11545-0002 
Telephone: (516) 759-5592 
Contact: Sasan DeMaio 
Email: SusanDeMaio@barkerwelfare.org, Website: www.barkerwelfare.org 
 
Note: The foundation does not support individual schools or school districts, however, ES-BOCES may 
be an exception. Additionally, this is an excellent opportunity for ES-BOCES to partner with nonprofits 
by providing necessary curriculum development, instruction, research, and staff training.  
 
Purposes: The mission of the Barker Welfare Foundation is to make grants to qualified charitable 
organizations whose initiatives improve the quality of life, with an emphasis on strengthening youth and 
families and to reflect the philosophy of Catherine B. Hickox, the Founder. Related interests: arts, 
arts education, science, mentoring, after school programs. 
 
Typical amount and use(s) of grants: $10,000 - $20,000, general operating, supplies/materials, 
instruction, training  
 
Sample past grants: Brooklyn Academy of Music, Inc.  ($12,500), Brooklyn Public Library Foundation 
($12,000), Big Brothers and Big Sisters of NYC ($17,500), Center for Arts Education ($20,000), Friends 
of the Arts - Washington Rose Elementary School ($5,000), Girls Educational and Mentoring Services  
($5,000), Hall of Science of The City of New York ($10,000), Learning Through an Extended Arts 
Program ($10,000), Literacy Partners ($10,000), Partnership for After School Education New York 
($12,500), National Foundation for Teaching Entrepreneurs to Disadvantaged and Handicapped Youth 
($10,000), Staten Island Institute of Arts and Sciences ($10,000). 
 
Application information: In advance of submitting a request, a 2-3-page letter, copy of the first page 
of your most recent 990 filed with the IRS and a current budget for the whole organization. A telephone 
call is suggested to determine if the organization seeking to apply for a grant falls within the current 
General Policy of the Foundation. If a request for a grant appears suitable, a Grant Process sheet, a 
Grant Application Form, and a Checklist of required information will be sent. 
 
Application deadline: Applications are considered throughout the year 
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James Beard Foundation, Inc. 
c/o James Beard House 
167 W. 12th Street, New York, NY 10011-8201 
Telephone: (212) 675-4984 
Email: info@jamesbeard.org  
Website: www.jamesbeard.org  
 
Purposes: To celebrate, preserve, and nurture America’s culinary heritage and diversity in order to 
elevate the appreciation of our culinary excellence. Interests: food services, vocational education. 
 
Typical amount and use(s) of grants: $1,000 - $5,000, scholarships, training, supplies/materials  
 
Application information: Prior to applying, call or send letter of inquiry to grantmaker to describe 
program, amount to be requested, and seek permission to apply. 
 
Application deadline: May 15 (Contact the grantmaker and start planning now!) 
 
 
Sophia & William Casey Foundation 
c/o Steven T. Rosenberg 
201 Moreland Road., Ste. 6, Hauppauge, NY 11788-3922 
 
Purpose(s): general education, higher education, human services, international/global studies 
 
Typical amount and use(s) of grants: $2,000 - $20,000 
 
Application information: Prior to applying, send letter of inquiry with a detailed description of 
project and amount of funding requested to Sophia & William Casey Foundation, c/o Bernadette Casey-
Smith, 12 Glenwood Rd., Roslyn Harbor, NY 11576 
 
Deadline(s): None 
 
 
Gladys Brooks Foundation 
126 3rd Street, 2nd Floor, Mineola, NY 11501-4429 
Contact: Jessica L. Rutledge 
Website: www.gladysbrooksfoundation.org 
 
Purpose(s): To provide for the intellectual, moral and physical welfare of the people of this country by 
establishing and supporting non-profit libraries, educational institutions, hospitals and clinics. 
 
Typical amount and use(s) of grants: Grant applications are considered only for major 
expenditures generally between $50,000 and $100,000. Library uses include: resources (print, film, 
electronic database, speakers/workshops), capital construction and innovative equipment, projects 
fostering broader public access to global information sources utilizing collaborative efforts, pioneering 
technologies and equipment. Secondary school uses include: student scholarships, endowments to 
support fellowships and teaching chairs for educators who confine their activities primarily to classroom 
instruction in the liberal arts, mathematics and the sciences during the academic year, and erection or 
endowment of buildings, wings or additions thereto of buildings, and equipment 
for educational purposes. 
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Sample past grants: see http://www.gladysbrooksfoundation.org/annualreport.html   
 
Application information: see http://www.gladysbrooksfoundation.org/login.html  
 
Application deadline: June 
 
 
DeMatteis Family Foundation          
P.O. Box 25 
Glen Head, NY 11545 
Telephone: (516) 705-4974 
Website: www.foundationcenter.org/grantmaker/dematteis/about.html  
 
Purposes: The Foundation makes grants to eligible institutions whose mission involves: education, 
health and human services, and social services. 
  
Fundable Projects: In general, grants are made for projects and programs that enable the applicant to 
enhance its mission of serving the needs of the community. These projects include: 
� Facilities construction, expansion, renovation 
� Acquisition of capital equipment 
� Scientific/Medical research 
� Projects and programs that enable the applicant to expand its mission through new or expanded 

programs to reach a greater segment of the community served 
 
Application information: see http://www.foundationcenter.org/grantmaker/dematteis/process.html  
 
 
The Milton V. Brown Foundation 
2000 Plaza Avenue, P.O. Box 148, New Hyde Park, NY 11040-4903 
Telephone: (516) 328-1400 
Contact: Allan G. Brown, Treasurer 
  
Purpose(s): The mission of the foundation is to make life better by serving human needs through 
support of institutions involved in education, health, human services, medical research, social services, 
and the arts. 
 
Typical amount and use(s) of grants: $5,000 - $25,000; facilities construction, expansion, 
renovation, acquisition of capital equipment, scientific research, projects and programs that enable the 
applicant to expand its mission through new or expanded programs to reach a greater segment of the 
community served. 
 
Application information: Initial approach – send one-page letter of inquiry to contact to obtain 
permission to apply. Board meets quarterly. 
 
Application deadline: Applications are considered quarterly – contact grantmaker for timeline. 
 
Sample past grants: Big Brothers Big Sisters of Long Island, Long Island Youth Mentoring ($10,000) 
Nassau Suffolk Services for Autism 
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The Frances L. & Edwin L. Cummings Memorial Fund 
501 5th Avenue, Ste. 708, New York, NY 10017-7843 
Telephone: (212) 286-1778 
Contact: Elizabeth Costas, Executive Director 
Website: None 
 
Purpose(s): Education programs that serve public school children from disadvantaged backgrounds, 
youth employment and training. 
 
Application information: Prior to applying, call or send letter of inquiry to grantmaker to describe 
program, amount to be requested, and seek permission to apply. 
 
Application deadline: April 1 or October 1 
 
 
Dolan Family Foundation 
c/o William A. Frewin, Jr. 
340 Crossways Park Drive, Woodbury, NY 11797-2050 
Contact: Marianne E. Weber, President 
 
Purposes: Giving primarily for education (secondary schools), human services, health organizations, and 
church support. 
 
Typical amount and use(s) of grants: $25,000 and higher; building/renovation, equipment, program 
development, research 
 
Application information: Prior to applying, send letter of inquiry to grantmaker to describe program, 
amount to be requested, and seek permission to apply. 
 
Sample past grants: CHAMINADE HIGH SCHOOL, Mineola, NY ($25,000), LIGHTHOUSE 
MISSION, PATCHOGUE, NY ($25,000), YOUTH AND FAMILY COUNSELING AGENCY OF 
OYSTER BAY, OYSTER BAY, NY ($25,000) 
 
 
Initial Teaching Alphabet Foundation 
32 Thornwood Lane, Roslyn Heights, NY 11577-1617 
Telephone: (516) 621-6772 
Contact: Betty E. Thompson, Executive Director 
Website: www.itafoundation.org 
 
Purpose(s): A private operating foundation; giving to promote, maintain, and advance education, in all 
its fields, and in particular, to the development, standardization, propagation, dissemination, teaching, 
and use of the Initial Teaching Alphabet, with the aim of improving reading and writing skills. 
Grants awarded to exempt organizations, school districts, colleges and universities 
 
Typical amount and use(s) of grants: $15,000 - $25,000; conferences/seminars, consulting services, 
program development, publication, research, technical assistance 
 
Application information: Prior to applying, call or send letter of inquiry to grantmaker to describe 
program, amount to be requested, and seek permission to apply. 
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Sample past grants: Cotter High School ($12,000); Hofstra University Child Care ($15,000); 
Nassau/Suffolk Service for Autism ($25,000); Riverhead Family Center ($35,000); Riverway Learning 
Center ($13,000); South Shore Family Center ($35,000) 
 
 
Knapp-Swezey Foundation, Inc. 
P.O. Box 2549, Patchogue, NY 11772-0886 
Contact: Priscilla S. Knapp Teich, President 
 
Purposes: Programs that serve economically disadvantaged in arts, general education, human services, 
youth services (focus is on youth) 
 
Sample past grants: PATCHOGUE-MEDFORD SCHOOLS ($250,000), SOUTH COUNTRY 
EDUCATION FOUNDATION ($250,000), Bayshore Schools, MENTORING PARTNERSHIP OF L.I. 
($15,000) LITERACY VOLUNTEERS OF AMERICA ($35,000), L.I. SCIENCE MUSEUM ($1,500) 
CLEARY SCHOOL FOR THE DEAF ($5,000) NATURE CONSERVENCY ($10,000) 
Application information: Prior to applying, send letter of inquiry to grantmaker to describe program, 
amount to be requested, and seek permission to apply. 
 
Deadline(s): None, board meets quarterly 
 
John and Janet Kornreich Charitable Foundation, Ltd. 
4 Saddle Ridge Rd., Old Westbury, NY 11568-1150 
 
Purpose(s): developmentally disabled, general education, reading, family services, human services 
  
Application information: Prior to applying, send letter of inquiry to grantmaker to describe program, 
amount to be requested, and seek permission to apply. 
 
Sample past grants: Manhasset/Great Neck Head Start ($29,000), Literary Nassau, Manhasset Great 
Neck Head Start ($6,400), Westbury Union Free School District, Abilities ($210,000), Young Audiences 
(arts education and youth development) 
 

Long Island Community Foundation – A Division of The New York Community Trust 
Nassau Hall, 1864 Muttontown Road Syosset, NY 11791 
Phone: (516) 348-0575 
Contact: Nancy Arnold, Grants Administrator, narnold@licf.org 
Website: www.licf.org  
 
Purpose(s): Early childhood literacy, small grant awards to teachers for innovative classroom projects, 
quality "management assistance" services, critical organizations for underprivileged 
 
Typical amount and use(s) of grants: $5,000 - $15,000 range; general operating, program expenses 
 
Application process: Funding available from each special purpose fund varies each year. See 
http://www.licf.org/grant-seekers.html 
 
Application deadlines: See http://www.licf.org/grant-seekers/137-application-deadlines-and-
downloads.html  
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NEC Foundation of America 
2950 Expressway Dr. S., Ste. 102, Islandia, NY 11749-1412 
Telephone: (631) 232-2212 
Contact: Sylvia Clark, Executive Director 
E-mail: foundation@necfoundation.org 
Website: www.necfoundation.org  
 
Note: the foundation does not support individual schools or school districts, however, ES-BOCES may 
be an exception. Additionally, this is an excellent opportunity for ES-BOCES to partner with nonprofits 
by providing necessary curriculum development, instruction, research, and staff training.  
 
Purposes: engineering/technology, science, general education, secondary school education (focus on 
youth and individuals with disabilities) 
 
Typical amount and use(s): $25,000 - $50,000; conferences/seminars, curriculum development, 
general/operating support, program development, publication, research, technical assistance 
Application information: E-mail letter of inquiry, no longer than 100 words, explaining why grantmaker is 
considered an appropriate donor for project, description of project and amount of funding requested 
 
Deadline(s): prior to March 1 and September 1, board meets quarterly 
 
 
The Neisloss Family Foundation, Inc. 
300 Corporate Plaza., Ste. 301, Islandia, NY 11749-1549 
Telephone: (631) 232-2300 
Contact: James Neisloss, Vice President 
 
Purposes: general education, higher education, human services 
 
Typical amount of grants: $2,000 - $15,000 
 
Application information: Prior to applying, call or send letter of inquiry to grantmaker to describe 
program, amount to be requested, and seek permission to apply. 
 
Sample past grants: QUEST AUTISM ($5,000) DWIGHT ENGLEWOOD SCHOOL ($10,800), THE 
AJ FOUNDATION FOR CHILDREN WITH AUTISM. BIG BROTHERS BIG SISTERS ($5,000), 
GREENVALE BAKER BOYS & GIRLS CLUB ($3,200) 
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Verizon Foundation            
140 West Street, 30th Floor 
New York, NY 10007 
Local team representative: June Lee, june.lee@verizon.com 
Website: http://foundation.verizon.com/grant/guidelines.shtml  
 
Purpose(s): The Verizon Foundation -- the philanthropic arm of Verizon Communications -- supports 
a variety of programs and events in communities from Buffalo to Brooklyn. As one of the largest 
corporate contributors in NY, Verizon is proud to have directed more than 6,000 grants totaling more 
than $14 million to some 2,700 non-profits across the state. Those non-profits include school districts 
and universities, multicultural groups and hospitals, children's organizations and those assisting the 
disabled and victims of domestic violence. Key funding priorities -- combating literacy and domestic 
violence, empowering communities with technology, bridging the digital divide, creating a skilled work 
force, and galvanizing our employees to volunteer.  
 
Typical amount of grants: average amount ranges between $5,000 and $10,000. 
 
Application information: Prior to applying, email or send letter of inquiry to grantmaker to describe 
program, amount to be requested, and seek permission to apply. 
 
Deadline(s): The foundation accepts grant requests 24-hours a day, 7 days a week, January through 
November 
 

 
Doreen Downs Miller Foundation, Inc. 
134 Wheatley Rd., Brookville, NY 11545-2642 
Contact: Doreen Miller, President 
 
Purpose(s): children/youth services, human services, media/communications 
Year-end 2007 giving activities include $584,205 for 23 grants (high: $200,000; low: $250) 
 
Typical amount of grants: $1,000 - $15,000 
 

Application information: Prior to applying, send letter of inquiry to grantmaker to describe program, 
amount to be requested, and seek permission to apply. 
 
Sample past grants: Adelphi Early Learning Center, Garden City, NY ($50,000); Child Care Council 
of Nassau, Franklin Square, NY ($17,500); Educator Assistance Corp, Hempstead, NY ($190,680.00), 
Friends of the Arts, Locust Valley, NY ($14,000) 
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Resources for Specific Areas 
 
For more information about the following areas, please contact Dr. Candace White-Ciraco, 
Director, Office of Planning and Program Improvement, (631) 687-3263, cwhiteci@esboces.org. 

 
Blue text = key words and hyperlinks 
 
Suggestion: open your web browser and use the hyperlinks to jump to web pages 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Special Education 
 
 
New York State Education Department – Vocational and Educational Services for 
Individuals with Disabilities (VESID)  
Website: http://www.vesid.nysed.gov/home.html  
 
Vocational and Educational Services for Individuals with Disabilities (VESID) offers access to a full range 
of services that may be needed by persons with disabilities through their lives. Through its 
administration of special education, vocational rehabilitation and independent living programs, VESID 
coordinates policy and services relating to:  
� special education services for students with disabilities (3-21); 
� transition services for students with disabilities from school to adult services; 
� vocational rehabilitation services for individuals with disabilities, ages 16 and older; and 
� independent living services for people with disabilities of all ages. 
 
 
OSERS (Office of Special Education and Rehabilitative Services) Programs and Projects  
Telephone: 202-245-7468 
Email: nichcy@aed.org 
Website: http://www.ed.gov/about/offices/list/osers/programs.html 
 
Purposes: Through its three components, OSERS guides and supports a comprehensive array of 
programs and projects that support individuals with disabilities.  
 
The Office of Special Education and Rehabilitative Services (OSERS) is committed to improving results 
and outcomes for people with disabilities of all ages. In supporting No Child Left Behind, OSERS 
provides a wide array of supports to parents and individuals, school districts and states in three main 
areas: special education, vocational rehabilitation and research. (Please click and search underlined links 
above) 
 
Programs: Please click on links below for specific program/project information 

• NIDRR Programs and Projects  

• OSEP Programs and Projects 

• RSA Programs and Projects 
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Typical amount and use(s) of grants: Varies per fiscal year  
 
Application information: Downloadable in PDF format 
 
Sample past grants: Available on the individual websites 
 
Deadline: Varies per funding option 
 
Recommendation: review the above links under “Programs” to learn about the various funding 
opportunities that are available. Then, contact the respective program manager to discuss your needs 
and ideas for a grant application, and obtain their guidance and advice about applying. 
 
 

Curriculum and Instruction  
 
New York State Education Department – Office of Curriculum, Instruction and 
Instructional Technology  
Website: http://www.emsc.nysed.gov/ciai/home.html 
The Office of Curriculum, Instruction and Instructional Technology Team provides guidance, resources, 
funding and program opportunities to aid the educational community in developing and delivering 
quaility curriculum and instruction to students in New York State 
 
 

Drug and Alcohol Awareness  
 
Suffolk County Youth Bureau 
Louis A. Medina, Director 
H. Lee Dennison Building, 100 Veterans Memorial Highway, Hauppauge, New York 11788 
Phone: (631) 853-4000, Email: youth.services@co.suffolk.ny.us  
Website: http://www.co.suffolk.ny.us/departments/CountyExec/youth.aspx  
 
� The mission of the Suffolk County Youth Bureau is to successfully meet the needs of Suffolk County 

Youth, under the age of 21, by ensuring effective countywide planning, thoughtful development, and 
efficiency in the management of resources necessary to sustain the County’s youth service system. 

� Youth Bureau staff conducts monitoring and evaluation of youth programs, research and planning, 
information and referral, and training and technical assistance for community based youth 
organizations.   

� More than 180 youth programs are funded through the Bureau’s regular budget stream, as well as 
over 200 programs on a contingency funded basis. These programs serve Suffolk County’s youth 
under the age of 21.  

� Contract agencies of the Suffolk County Youth Bureau typically provide the following services: Crisis 
Intervention, Informal and Formal Counseling, Temporary Shelter, Recreational/Cultural Programs, 
Employment Programs, Information and Referral, Advocacy, Educational Programs, Youth Hotlines, 
and Runaway and Homeless Youth Services.  
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Adult Education  
 
New York State Education Department – Adult Education and Workforce Development  
Website: http://www.acces.nysed.gov/     
 
The Adult Education and Workforce Development office provides the following services: 

• Oversees adult basic education, English language acquisition, family literacy, workplace literacy, 
adult career and technical education, instructional components of apprenticeship programs, and 
workforce preparation programs. 

• Provides staff development and technical assistance to over 200 adult education agencies 
through the Regional Adult Education Network. 

• Supports the Commissioner of Education in his role as the co-chair of the Emerging Worker 
sub-committee of the State Workforce Investment Board. 

• Represents SED on the Economic Security Cabinet, a collaboration of state agencies that 
explores cooperative strategies that expand and improve programs to ensure the economic 
security of the State's neediest citizens. 

• Oversees the statewide administration for the GED examination in New York State. 
 
 

Vocational Education •••• Career and Technical Education  
 
 
America’s Career Resource Network 
Website: http://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ovae/pi/cte/acrn.html  
 
America's Career Resource Network (ACRN) consists of state and federal organizations that provide 
information, resources and training on career and education exploration. The network's national 
activities are funded by a grant from the U.S. Department of Education. The grant funded ACRN 
activities in every state and territory until the passage of Perkins IV.  
 
ACRN is focused on helping students and adults make the best possible decisions about education, 
training and career development. ACRN helps learners identify their skills and interests, and plan an 
education and training pathway that makes the most of their natural abilities and leads directly to 
fulfilling work.  
 
For teachers and counselors, ACRN provides guides and curricula that help them incorporate career 
development into a high-quality academic program. For students, ACRN emphasizes the connection 
between academic work and future career options, helping learners of all ages to focus on 
achievement. 
 
 
NYS Office of Children and Family Services Office of Workforce Development 
Website: http://www.ocfs.state.ny.us/main/owd/   
 
"Helping youth transition from economic dependency to self-sufficiency." 
 
The Office of Workforce Development (OWD) was created in 2001 and pursues its mission in the 
belief that all youth can and must acquire the skills needed to enter and succeed in the world of 
work. Although the mission encompasses all young people, it focuses especially on those who will not 
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to go college, or even complete high school. Some of these youth have come in contact with the 
juvenile justice system and are placed in OCFS facilities or other residential centers.  
 
OWD strengthens workforce development strategies and programs for all NYS youth, with special 
attention to our State's at-risk young people, specifically: 
� Youth in the juvenile justice court system 
� PINS diversion youth 
� Runaway/Homeless youth 
� Native American youth 
� Blind/Visually handicapped youth 
� Foster care youth 
 
Goals 
� To enhance workforce development services for all youth. 
� To bring new and innovative workforce development services to at-risk youth. 
� To enhance workforce development services for incarcerated youth. 

 
 
New York State Education Department – Vocational and Educational Services for 
Individuals with Disabilities (VESID)  
Website: http://www.vesid.nysed.gov/home.html  
 
Vocational and Educational Services for Individuals with Disabilities (VESID) offers access to a full range 
of services that may be needed by persons with disabilities through their lives. Through its 
administration of special education, vocational rehabilitation and independent living programs, VESID 
coordinates policy and services relating to:  
� special education services for students with disabilities (3-21); 
� transition services for students with disabilities from school to adult services; 
� vocational rehabilitation services for individuals with disabilities, ages 16 and older; and 
� independent living services for people with disabilities of all ages. 
 
 
Suffolk County Workforce Investment Board Youth Council  
Website: http://www.co.suffolk.ny.us/departments/Labor/wibyc.aspx  
The Suffolk County Youth Council seeks to identify and improve educational and employment 
opportunities for youth (ages 14-21) so that they may attain the skills needed to complete educational 
and career goals, and successfully enter the workplace.  
 
 
Suffolk County Youth Career Center 
Website: http://www.co.suffolk.ny.us/departments/Labor/youth.aspx  
Email: youth.careercenter@suffolkcountyny.gov 
Phone: (631) 853-6526 
 
Offering Employment Related Services to Suffolk County Youth 
� Career Counseling  
� Resume Preparation  
� Computer Labs  
� Job Listings  
� Vocational Training  
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� Video Library  
� Phones/Fax for Job Search 
� Career Exploration via Career Zone® and Choices®  
 
 
Suffolk County Workforce Investment Board  
Suffolk County WIB, P.O. Box 1319, Smithtown, NY 11787 
Phone: 631-853-6612 
Email: sc.dol@suffolkcountyny.gov 
Website: http://www.co.suffolk.ny.us/departments/Labor/wib.aspx  
 
The Suffolk County Workforce Investment Board seeks to maintain a state of the art One-Stop 
Employment System that provides universal access, meets the needs of job seekers and employers, and 
supports economic growth in Suffolk County.  

 
 

Suffolk County Department of Labor 
Email: sc.dol@suffolkcountyny.gov  
Michael B. Falcone Building, 725 Vets Memorial Highway, Hauppauge, NY 11788 
Website: http://www.co.suffolk.ny.us/departments/Labor/wibyc.aspx  
 
The Suffolk County Youth Council seeks to identify and improve educational and employment 
opportunities for youth (ages 14-21) so that they may attain the skills needed to complete educational 
and career goals, and successfully enter the workplace. Members of the Youth Council include 
representatives from youth service agencies, educational entities, members of the Suffolk County 
Workforce Investment Board, and other individuals appointed by the County Executive and Board 
Chair.  
 
Suffolk Works Employment Program  
Website: http://www.co.suffolk.ny.us/departments/Labor/swep.aspx 
 
The basic outline of Suffolk Works is as follows  
� A Social Services applicant is immediately referred to the Suffolk Works Employment Program as 

part of their application process. The individual is then required to attend a Job Readiness Training 
(JRT) activity.  

� JRT helps overcome basic barriers to employment and covers topics such as public transportation 
usage, job interviewing skills and job retention skills.  

� Individuals may then be assigned appropriate work experience activities including: Job Readiness 
Training, Job Search, Community Service and Work Experience, and may begin a period of 
Supervised Job Search in which many find employment before their public assistance case is even 
opened.  

� SWEP counselors stress that the job an individual finds may not be the last job or best job they will 
hold but will allow them to establish recent work history, while promoting good work habits and 
providing a first step toward a career goal.  

� For those who do not find immediate employment, the next service to be provided is based on the 
individual’s assessment and employability plan. Work Experience and short-term educational and 
vocational training courses and job placement assistance are the primary services offered.  
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US Department of Labor  

Main website: http://www.dol.gov/   
 
Contracting and Grant Program Overview: see http://www.dol.gov/oasam/grants/prgms.htm  
 
Employment and Training (ETA): ETA administers financial assistance programs pursuant to the 
Workforce Investment Act (WIA), administering State formula grant programs for youth, adults and 
dislocated workers, national emergency grants for workers affected by mass layoffs, plant closures, and 
disasters; grant programs for workers with disabilities, Indians and Native Americans, and for migrant 
and seasonal farm workers. ETA also administers grant programs for older American workers, 
apprenticeship programs, Trade Adjustment Assistance (TAA) programs, and assistance for research and 
development of workforce programs. In addition, ETA is responsible for the operation and maintenance 
of a national system of public employment service offices and for the national unemployment insurance 
program. 
 
Important note about grants: employment and training grants and contracts are awarded by the US 
Department of Labor to local Workforce Investment Boards (WIB) for direct services, and for grants 
and contracts between the WIB and local agencies.  
 
Contact information for the Suffolk County Workforce Investment Board: 
Address: P.O. Box 1319, Smithtown, NY 11787 
Phone: 631-853-6612 
Email: sc.dol@suffolkcountyny.gov 
Website: http://www.co.suffolk.ny.us/departments/Labor/wib.aspx  
 
An "eligible local partnership" is a partnership that includes at least one high-need local educational 
agency and at least one of the following: 
� A local educational agency that can demonstrate that teachers in its schools are effectively 

integrating technology and proven teaching practices into instruction, based on a review of relevant 
research, and that the integration results in improvement in classroom instruction and in helping 
students meet challenging academic standards; 

� An institution of higher education that is in full compliance with the reporting requirements of 
section 207(f) of the Higher Education Act of 1965, as amended, and that has not been identified by 
the State as low-performing under the act and with demonstrated expertise in the application of 
education technology in instruction in K-12 school setting; 

� A for-profit business or organization that develops, designs, manufactures, or produces technology 
products or services, or has substantial expertise in the application of technology in instruction in 
K-12 school setting; or 

� A public or private, nonprofit organization with demonstrated expertise in the application of 
education technology in instruction in K-12 school setting; and/or 

� Other local educational agencies, educational service agencies, libraries, or other educational 
entities appropriate to provide services to local K-12 schools. 

 
Only a LEA (public school district, charter school, BOCES) may serve as the fiscal agent for the grant. 
Applications must focus on schools in need of improvement (SINI, Corrective Action, or Restructuring). 
LEAs can submit or participate in only one grant application. An applicant must apply for only one of the 
four priorities. 
 


