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Colette Coyne of the CCMAC discussing the risks of tanning salons and ways to 

prevent skin cancer. 
 

 
Amee Stein from the Suffolk County Child Advocacy Center describing safe ways 

to post an online profile. 

 
Tom Burger from Eastern Suffolk BOCES Student Assistance Program 

discussing prevention of cyberbullying. 
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PEER EDUCATION IN SUN SAFETY TRAINING 

MARCH 26, 2009 
MIDDLE SCHOOL AND HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS FROM 

BRIDGEHAMPTON, HALF HOLLOW HILLS, KINGS PARK, NORTHPORT-
EAST NORTHPORT AND PATCHOGUE-MEDFORD. 

 

 
 

  
 

Students critiquing advertisements and creating skits, poems or songs with a 
“Sun Safe” message. 

 
 
 
 
 

Nancy Hemendinger, Director of School Education, 
Suffolk County Department of Health Services 

welcoming the day’s participants.  
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Dr. Jennifer DeFazio, Memorial 
Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center 

Dermatologist, provides important 
background knowledge to 

students. 

Colette Coyne (lower right) of the 
Colette Coyne Melanoma Awareness 
Campaign working with students as 
they prepare to voice their position 

during the Mock Suffolk County 
Legislature Debate on rescinding 

existing tanning parlor laws. 
 

Students describing their plans for 
lesson implementation. 
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Under the direction  of  their  advisor,  Nancy  Butler, 
8th grade  students  from  Candlewood  Middle  School 
(Half Hollow Hills)  developed a game  show  in  order 

to teach 6th graders in their school about sun safety. 
 

 
 

A Peer Educator assists a 6th grader in fastening a bracelet with UV-sensitive 
beads. Each student in the class received a bracelet as a reminder of the sun’s 
potency. 
 



 64

 
 
Steve Meyers, Health Educator, Bridgehampton School writes: “I cannot thank 
you enough for everything.  At our Field Day on June 4th, the 8th grade students 
presented to the K-2 classes and then to grades 3 to 6.   The Peer Educators 
created packets that were age appropriate and distributed them to all the 
children. At the end of the activity, each 8th grader stated a sun safety fact and 
when each elementary student heard all eleven facts they received the 
sunglasses, hats, sunscreen and UV wristbands you provided.” 
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As a result of the Suffolk County Department of Health Services and Eastern Suffolk 
BOCES Teens As Teacher Training, the Sachem High School students embarked on a 
Kick Butts Day Project.  Scott Interrante and Gabrielle Donnally composed the lyrics and 
music to the song, “Hold a Note, Not a Cigarette.” With the support of the Sachem 
School District, Scott and Gabrielle were able to have their music performed and 
recorded. “Hold a Note, Not a Cigarette” was a unique project that engaged both middle 
and high school students to promote and support a tobacco-free life.  
 
Lori Hewlett, Health Chairperson was recognized by Nancy Hemendinger and Martha 
Kahan at the Tobacco Action Coalition’s annual luncheon for her assistance in the 
production and presentation of “Hold a Note, Not a Cigarette.” 
 

 
Patricia Broderick, Health Educator, Sachem High School East was also recognized for 
her tireless efforts in tobacco prevention and cessation. Patty has been an active 
member on the Health Department’s and Eastern Suffolk BOCES school advisory board 
and has also recruited youth members for this advisory board. In addition she uses the 
HealthSmart curriculum, conducts youth cessation programs, and participates in our 
annual Teens as Teachers Training. 


