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TOP TEN ARTS-IN-ED PROGRAMS
This month’s favorite programs among Suffolk school districts

Title Artist / Art Organization Website Target Audience

Bash the Trash John Bertles www.bashthetrash.com K-12
Playing it Safe Big Brothers/Big Sisters www.bbbsli.org
Charlotte’s Web Broadhollow Players www.broadhollow.org K-3
Circus Week Cirque Du Jour 2-5
Farm Tour Cornell Cooperative Extension www.cce.cornell.edu/suffolk K-1
Oceanography Deep Water Fleet 4-6
Our Living Planet Night Sky Educational Services nightskystarlab@aol.com K-8
Colonial Life SC Archaeological Association gaystone@optonline.net 2-8
Dr. Doolittle TheatreworksUSA www.twusa.org 2-6
Slam Poetry Westhampton Beach Performing Arts Ctr. www.whbpac.org 6-12

Exciting entomology…Shoreham/Wading River students took an
“Adventure in Bug Eating” with Academic Entertainment. LI Center for Arts and
Sciences showed Commack and Sachem students how to “Build a Bug.”
“Butterflies” programs were presented in Lindenhurst by Cornell Cooperative
Extension, by LI Center for Arts and Sciences in Commack, by Rainforest
Exploration in Sachem and Smithtown, and by ECSS: Sweetbriar Nature
Center in Patchogue/Medford. Sayville and Sachem students witnessed
“The Bug Road Show” with Lee Ognibene Productions. Sayville teacher
Elizabeth Denton reported that the program was an “extension of the science
curriculum. It was an in-depth presentation on bug/insect life.”  Bay Shore
watched “Very Hungry Caterpillar” at the Boulton Center for the Performing
Arts. Ralph Masiello introduced the “Icky Bug Man” in Eastport/South
Manor. Sachem learned about “Insects” with LI Science Center. 

Circus maximum…Bureau of Lectures brought “Chinese Acrobats” to
Quogue. Students in Half Hollow Hills, Sachem and South Huntington
participated in “Circus Week” with Cirque Du Jour. National Circus Project
presented “Student Circus” in Connetquot.

Raptor review…Stephen R. Swinburne presented “Rapping about Raptors”
in Brentwood. Lindenhurst and South Huntington students learned
about “Owls” with Volunteers For Wildlife. Theodore Roosevelt Sanctuary and
Audubon Center introduced “Raptors” to William Floyd students. 

Early America…Suffolk County Provincial Militia discussed “American
Revolution” with Connetquot students. S.C. Archaeological Association
presented “Colonial Life” for Bay Shore, Comsewogue, Lindenhurst and
Sachem students. Three Village Historical Society discussed “Long Island
During the American Revolution” with Sachem students. Jonathan Kruk told
“New York Tales of the American Revolution” in Islip. Brentwood and
Middle Country students toured “Old Bethpage Village Restoration.”
Elwood students were introduced to “Paul Revere” with Theatreworks USA.
Patchogue/Medford students experienced “An 18th Century Innkeeper’s
Day” with Smithtown Historical Society. Stephen Sanfilippo sang “Yankee
Doodle Songs of the American Revolution” in Lindenhurst.

Book lovers…Agostino Arts presented “Bodacious Book Show” in
Commack, Lindenhurst, Longwood, Middle Country, and Smithtown.
Johanna Hurwitz led a “Book Talk” in Middle Country. Conrad Woyce told
Half Hollow Hills students that “Books are Magic,” while Joseph S. Festa
declared “Books: The magic is real” in Connetquot, and Terry Parrett
discussed “The Magic of Reading” in Bayport/Blue Point. Ballyhoo
Bookworks examined “The Book: From Writer to Reader” in Babylon, Middle
Country and Smithtown. Laine Barton answered “Why Read…” in Half
Hollow Hills. Book swap Coordinator E. Manchenko said, “The presentation
is extremely creative, innovative and original. Showing children what happens
if you don’t read verses [if you do read] made a big impression on the students.

DISTRICT STARS

The last day to submit Contract Requests is Wednesday, April 30.  We must have the Request in our office, not postmarked,

by that date. If you are using a new vendor, we must have the Request plus the W-9 in our office by Friday, April 11.  All signed

invoices for vendors must be in our office by June 24th as required by our Business Office.  We appreciate your cooperation.

IMPORTANT NOTE:



AIE NEWS
The Arts as Core Academic Subjects
True or False: The arts are considered core academic subjects under the
No Child Left Behind mandate. The answer: True. NCLB “affirms the role
of highly qualified teachers in the arts,” stressed Doug Herbert, Special
Assistant, Office of Innovation and Improvement at the US Department of
Education (USDOE), in a recent address to arts advocates from across the
nation at a conference of the Kennedy Center Alliance For Arts Education
Network. In his presentation, Herbert described education’s ‘journey’ over
the past 20 years and its impact on arts in education. He presented
evidence to dispel the myths and misconceptions about the negative
impact of NCLB on arts education. He also emphasized the support for
arts education by the USDOE and federal funding. 

According to Herbert, DOE funding for arts in education support has risen
steadily from roughly $11 million in 2000 to $37 million in 2008. He
quoted Raymond Simon, Deputy Secretary of Education, saying, “In order
to meet NCLB, you have to do more than just rote memory of reading and
math. You have to know how to apply those. You have to use creative
thinking. We’re not going to get that unless you bring in the arts.”  As the
journey moves “onward and upward,” Herbert said the benefits of arts
education should be promoted by advocating and using research and
resources at the local, state and national levels. To this end, he offered
the following research and resources: 
• Critical Evidence: How the Arts Benefit Student Achievement

www.nassaa-arts.org
This document updates and expands on Eloquent Evidence: Arts at
the Core of Learning.

• The Imagine Nation
www.theimaginenation.net
According to a national poll, likely voters believe “developing the

imagination is a critical, but missing, ingredient to students’ success
in 21st century schools.”

• Funded Arts Models
www.ed.gov/programs/artsedmodel/awards.html
Includes abstracts of the more than 100 arts projects funded since 2001.

• Funded Professional Development
Includes abstracts of more than 57 professional development projects
funded since 2001.

• The Education Innovator—monthly newsletter
www.ed.gov/news/newsletters/innovator/index.html
A monthly newsletter published by The Office of Innovation and
Improvement. 

• Education News Parents Can Use
www.connectlive.com/evetns/ednews/2004-05index.html

• Teacher-to-Teacher Initiative
http://www.t2tweb.us/About.asp
Includes American Stars of Teaching and teacher updates

• No Subject Left Behind: A Guide to Arts Education
Opportunities in the 2001 NCLB Act
www.aep-arts.org/files/advocacy/NoSubjectL:eftBehind2005.pdf

During the conference, reference was also made to the Kennedy
Center’s 2009 Request for Proposal, which provides competitive 
grant opportunities for arts-in-education projects, and the National
Partnership Impact Survey
http://www.kennedycenter.org/education/partners/impactsurvey.pdf. 
We are including electronic versions of each of these documents at the
end of this Star issue.

The children were engaged on every level.”  Programs with the title “Extra,
Extra, Read All About It!” were performed by Joseph Keppel in Brentwood and
West Babylon and by The Magic of Amore in Longwood. Shih Enterprises
tackled “Literacy and the Love of Reading” in Commack. “PARP Programs”
were delivered by Hip Pickles in Central Islip and by Shih Enterprises in
Longwood. Elizabeth Ryan, PTA President at Ridge ES in Longwood, said 
“Ms. Shih gave her music CDs to me to pass onto the music teachers to prepare
for this interact concert. She teaches how all people are different and special.”
PetraPuppets took Sachem students on a “Reading Rampage.”  

Earth friendly…John Bertles told students in Half Hollow Hills, Islip and
West Babylon to “Bash the Trash.”  According to South Bay School’s (West
Babylon) PTA representative Diana Doerbecker, “The show was very
entertaining. [It] taught the kids about recycling, reusing and reducing. It also
taught what you need to make music, such as vibration and pitch, and how to
actually make instruments from garbage.” WhereAbouts presented “Earth
Balloon” in West Babylon. Fire Island students participated in “Earth
Orienteering” with Seatuck Environmental Association. “Earth Day” programs
were presented by Mark Rust in Shelter Island and by Shih Enterprises in

Riverhead. Imagine That! Art Education challenged Southampton students
to “Go Green with Creativity.”  White Post Events presented “Greenhouse
Program” in Sachem. Lee Ognibene Productions considered “Our Endangered
Earth” in Smithtown. Night Sky Educational Services presented “Our Living
Planet” for students in Bayport/ Blue Point, Connetquot and Smithtown.
North Babylon students went under the “Earth Dome” with Mobile
Education Productions. ECSS: Sweetbriar Nature Center discussed “Threatened
Wildlife of Long Island” with Smithtown students. 

Farm fun…At the Cornell Cooperative Extension, Brentwood,
Lindenhurst, Sachem and William Floyd students took at “Farm Tour,”
William Floyd students looked at cows in “From Moo to You,”
Patchogue/Medford students learned about “Fleece to Fabric,” and
Shoreham/Wading River and Smithtown students followed the chick
development “From Egg to Chick.”   Sachem students traveled to Benner’s
Farm for the “Spring Tour.”  Productions of “Charlotte’s Web” were presented
in Sachem by Airport Playhouse, by Broadhollow Players in Brentwood and
Sachem, by TheatreworksUSA in West Babylon, and by Plaza Theatrical
Productions in Brentwood.

DISTRICT STARS (continued...)

Your school can be part of our newsletter’s District Stars section. Please send us a paragraph or two and a photo if available about how a

recent Arts-In-Ed program impacted student learning and connected with curriculum. We’d like to share your experience with other schools!
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Be a District Star…
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STATEWIDE AIE NEWS

Congresswoman Slaughter Calls for Arts Partnerships
While at the Kennedy Center Alliance For Arts Education Network
conference in Washington, DC, New York State arts advocates had an
opportunity to meet with Louise Slaughter, Congresswoman for
Rochester, NY. Slaughter, who is the chairperson for the Rules Committee,
is an active supporter of arts education. In addition to being the 
co-chairperson of the Congressional Arts Caucus, Slaughter has worked
with Dale Davis, Executive Director of the Association of Teaching Artists,
a Spoken Word teacher and has worked with incarcerated youths.
Slaughter feels that forming partnerships is a key ingredient to
advocating for arts education. At the meeting, she charged NY arts
advocates to contact their local representatives and encourage them to
join the Caucus. The Arts Caucus is one of the largest caucuses on Capitol
Hill and works to support federal arts and arts education programs. 
To learn more, visit http://www.capwiz.com/artsusa/issues/alert/?
alertid=9694486&type=TA

Creative Learning for Tomorrow’s Innovators
We’ve all heard about jobs in various professions (yes, even doctors and
lawyers) being outsourced to foreign countries and about the MFA being
the next MBA as America tries to re-establish itself as an innovation leader
in the global marketplace. Yet, can art education really make a difference
in the business world and, if so, how can superintendents ensure quality
arts programs for their districts?  In a recent issue of The American
Association of School Administrators, Richard J. Deasy, director of the Arts
Education Partnership, offers a list of “capacities” useful to business that
are developed during art activities, while Lois Hetland, associate professor
of art education at Massachusetts College of Art and Design, provides
strategies for implementing quality arts education in districts.

In recent years, more than 60 peer-reviewed independent studies have
identified seven cognitive capacities, which Deasy describes as “habits of
mind and personal disposition.”  These capacities are developed as
students experience the specific challenges of art forms, namely, the
choreography and movements of a dance; the composing and performing
of music; the script and activities of a drama, the design and creation of
a painting or sculpture; the writing and performing of an opera. “These
capacities demanded by the arts are the same skills that business and
corporate leaders tell us are essential for American success in the global
economy,” stresses Deasy. The capacities consist of:

• Imagination. As they write, act, or design, students visualize new
possibilities for both thought and action. 

• Innovation and creativity. Creativity occurs when imagination
is put into action. It takes discipline, persistence and resilience.

• Engagement and achievement motivation. As they imagine
and pursue their visions, students become goal-oriented and self-
directed.

• Conditional reasoning. When creating, students have an idea
of what they want to make and accept that adjustments might be
necessary. 

• Symbolic understanding. “Understanding and using multiple
modes to represent and communicate ideas and feelings help us
get better at all of them,” writes Deasy.

• Critical thinking. To appreciate good art, students must develop
and apply methods for critiquing quality.

• Collaborative learning and action. Rehearsing for and performing
in a play, choral or musical event requires a collaborative process.
The acquiring and relaying of knowledge and skills requires
teamwork. 

How does a superintendent ensure that his or her district has a quality
arts program that will promote these cognitive capacities?  Hetland gives
the following advice:

• Hire certified arts educators. “There is no substitute for
sequential, standards-based curricula in the four art forms,” she
notes.

• Require arts education for all students, Pre-K through high
school.

• Team up with arts partners. Planning and teaching
collaborations with local artists and/or arts organizations can
expand the artistic thinking of both teachers and students. 

• Provide art training for the general faculty. Teachers,
especially elementary grade teachers, need to bring art
experiences to non-art subjects.

• Build professional learning communities.
• Try to lengthen the school day. A longer school day means

more opportunities to purse different learning approaches.
• Get supervisors into schools and boardrooms. By

interacting with teachers, they can learn about effective
approaches and where professional support is needed.

To read the full articles, visit
http://www.aasa.org/publications/samain.cfm?snItemNumber=950

For more strategies for using the arts as a tool to build the creative
thinking skills needed for students’ success in the 21st Century global
workplace, join other non-arts and arts educators, administrators,
teaching artists and cultural organizations for a day-long conference,
Tools for Success: 21st Century Learning. The conference will be held
at the Art League of Long Island. More information, contact Christine
Miller at (518) 473-0823 or christine@nysaae.org. To register, go to
http://nysaae.org/artsedconf.htm

School Partnership Programs from LI’s Art League
Gary Bates, former Visual Arts Director for Lawrence School District, is the
new director of the Art League of Long Island. Under Bates’ leadership, a
new initiative has been launched to strengthen sequential instruction in
visual arts education and Arts-Based Learning in LI schools through
partnerships. The three partnerships are:
• Schools Partnering in Real Arts-Based Learning (SPIRAL), which

integrates Arts-Based Learning into K-12 sequential arts instructional
and other core subjects.

• Advanced Placement Institute (API) for dedicated students and
schools of beginner, intermediate and advanced levels.

• Schools Partnering with the Arts (SPA), which is a professional
development partnership to renew, recharge and replenish the artistic
and teaching talents of teachers.

A booklet with information about these partnerships is available from the
Art League www.artleaguli.org
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Dance Conference Report
The east entrance to William Floyd High School was buzzing with the
arrival of a hundred and fifty dance students from almost a dozen Suffolk
County high schools from as far away as Lindenhurst to the west and East
Hampton to the east.  They arrived wearing loose comfortable clothing,
or shoes w/ hard soles and heels, flowing skirts or slacks, while others
came clad in jazz shoes and tight fitting clothing.  Their clothing would
set the stage for multiple master classes at the March 3rd ES BOCES
Student Dance Conference.  

After an opening welcome by William Floyd Principal Robert Feeney,
students moved to one of five classes where they would encounter new
styles of dance and meet other dance aficionados.  After almost an hour
and a half of working in one genre, they moved to a second class to learn
about the history and culture of the dance along with style and step.

The instructors were all practicing dancers, well-known in their field and
the tops in their particular form.  These included Maya de Silva from Viva
Flamenco Carlota Santana, Chanon Judson from the Urban Bush Women,
Erika Pujic from Battleworks, Darrah Carr from Darrah Carr Dance, and
James Kinney, formerly of Fosse Dance Company.  The dance styles were
Flamenco, Contemporary/African Diaspora, Modern (complete w/ etude),
Irish Step, and Jazz.

Students worked hard, learning the unique style of the dance form.  They
followed the instructors in perfecting new routines.  During the second
master class, their home school dance teachers networked with each other
as well as with guests from Hofstra University’s dance education program,
NYS Dance Educators Association, and NYS Council on the Arts Dance Force.
Some districts sent representatives to learn about starting credit-bearing
dance arts courses in their schools; ideas for curriculum were shared.

To round out the day, students returned to the auditorium to watch or
participate in short performances.  Maya de Silva danced La Aurora de

Nueva York, a modern flamenco piece; Darrah Carr shared Step Dance
Suite. African Dance, Jazz and Modern students performed with their
instructors.  This included the Battleworks s.

Many thanks to Dr. Paul Casciano, William Floyd Superintendent for
offering his school district to host the event.  Special kudos to Mr. Joseph
Pergola, William Floyd’s Director of Fine and Performing Arts and his
capable staff for their ongoing support of the project.  And a note of
appreciation to Nancy Duncan of CoDanceCo and Louisa Eiermann,
retired Director of Music from Bayport/Blue Point  and to the ever capable
Eastern Suffolk BOCES Arts in Education staff for their careful and
efficient work in making the program a success. 

Suffolk Schools Get Rave Reviews from 
Visiting Artists and Performers
What impresses artists and performers about Suffolk schools?  Below is
some of the feedback ES BOCES Arts-in-Ed has received recently.
Francis J. O’Neill School, Central Islip
“The space required was well prepared and everyone was courteous and
helpful. There were every accommodating and helped to integrate our
presentation into their broader curriculum by holding discussions with the
students.” – Prismatic Magic
Cold Spring Harbor Junior High School
“Once again, a wonderful residency in Cold Spring Harbor. The students
were extremely responsive. The poems they created showed a respect for
craft as well as depth of emotion. The teachers were very cooperative and
the PTA coordinator could not have been more helpful.” – Susan Astor
Terryville Road School, Comsewogue
“I had a great time. As someone who works with students from many
districts, I was impressed with the teacher involvement and student
interest, participation, good inference and good use of background
knowledge. It was a pleasure to work with them.” – Patricia Lannes
Hampton Bay High School
“I could not have asked for any thing more of the teachers, staff and
students. I hope to work with all in this school again. Special thanks to
Ms. Debra Liso.” – Prentiss McNeil
Harley Avenue School, Elwood
“Everything went extremely well. The vice principal and teachers were
100% present, helpful and available throughout the workshops. The
children did wonderfully. It was perfect.” – Leonora Knight
Islip Middle School
“This was my first experience presenting to the entire art department of
both the high school and middle school. This brought my presentation to
a higher level. This was one of the best ways to reach the teachers and
discuss the program in greater depth.” – Yellow No. 5 Design Studio
Roanoke Ave. School, Riverhead
“A passionate, energetic group of teachers. They were attentive and
professional. Marge Lawrence was a gracious host. And let’s not forget
the principal, Ms. Rogers.”  – Brian J. Heinz, Ballyhoo Bookworks
Dogwood Elementary School, Smithtown
“No preparation required.  The teachers were eager to receive post-
assembly materials. The PTA contact communicated frequently to meet
our needs. Children were enthusiast, yet well behaved and disciplined.”
– Prismatic Magic

PROGRAM PROFILES



April 4. Long Island Media Arts Show. Five Towns College. AIE and arts directors are invited to attend a meeting at 10:15 on the day of the event to
learn about the scope of this program. Afterwards, they will have an opportunity to observe the student work. To learn more about the event, visit
www.limediaartsshow.org or call Diane Bloxon at dbloxon@esboces.org; 631-286-6989.

April 4-6. SCALA All-County Senior Art Show. Gallery on the Hill, Brookhaven Amphitheater & Cultural Arts Center, Farmingville. Opened 11:30-3:30.
A Reception and Awards Presentation is planned for Sunday, April 6, at 1:00 PM. For more information, contact Lori Sopp at (631) 434-2336/7. 

April 6. Celebration and Presentation of LIAA Scholar-Artists Awards. Tilles Center for the Performing Arts, Brookville. The celebration will begin with
a reception at 6:00 PM. Families of scholar-artists are welcome as well as superintendents, assistant superintendents, high school principals, arts
teacher and arts administrations. There is no admission. To RSVP, write to ScholarArtist@longislandartsalliance.org.

April 9-11. The Common Ground 2008, sponsored by Partners for Arts Education. This year’s conference, Mindful Innovations, will take place at the
Crowne Plaza in Albany, NY. For more information, visit: http://www.arts4ed.org/conference/CG07/index.shtml

May 7. Using Arts to Energize Curriculum: An Education Conference on Long Island. This full-day program, sponsored by ES BOCES in cooperation
with Nassau BOCES, the NYS Alliance for Arts Education and the Arts League of Long Island, will offer practical ideas for using the arts to engage all
students while meeting non-arts curriculum goals. The program, which will include hands-on workshops, is designed for arts directors, assistant
superintendents for curriculum & instruction, humanities chairpeople and teachers, principals, lead teachers on all grade levels, cultural arts
representatives, and cultural organizations. The conference will be held at the Art League of Long Island. More information, contact Christine Miller
at (518) 473-0823 or christine@nysaae.org. To register, go to http://nysaae.org/artsedconf.htm

MARK YOUR CALENDAR...
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ARTS EDUCATION FUNDING RESOURCES…
Arts in Education Model Development and Dissemination
www.ed.gov/programs/artsedmodel

Kennedy Center Alliance for Arts Education Network
www.kennedy-center.org/education/kcaaen

MetLife Foundation
www.metlife.com/Companyinfo/Community/Found

National Assembly of State Art Agencies 
www.nasaa-arts.org

National Endowment for the Arts
www.nea.gov/grants/apply

Arts Working Group
www.aep-arts.org

The Dana Foundation
www.dana.org

The Foundation Center
www.foundationcenter.org

NAMM Foundation
www.nammfoundation.org

Professional Development for Arts Educators
www.ed.gov/programs/artsedprofdev

WEB VIEWS



EDITORS & STAFF:

Editors
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Staff
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www.esboces.org/AIE

Please submit articles and items of interest to 

Carol Brown: cbrown@esboces.org

Phone: 631-286-6989

FAX: 631-286-6991

QUOTE OF MONTH

“By recognizing the arts as cognitive, the field of education is starting to acknowledge 

the academic value and potential of arts instruction.”

--Amy Duma, Director, Kennedy Center’s Changing Education Through the Arts program
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Eastern Suffolk BOCES does not discriminate against any employee, student, applicant for employment or candidate for enrollment on the basis of gender, race, color, religion or creed, age, national origin, marital status, disability or any other
classification protected by law. This policy of nondiscrimination includes: access by students to educational programs, student activities, recruitment, appointment and promotion of employees, salaries, pay and other benefits. BOCES will be in full
compliance with all applicable rules and regulations pertaining to civil rights for students and employees (e.g., Title IX of the Educational Amendments of 1972, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, and the Americans with Disabilities Act
of 1990).  Inquiries regarding the application of the above references should be directed to either of the BOCES Civil Rights Compliance Officers: Michael J. Locantore, Assistant Superintendent for Human Resources, 201 Sunrise Highway Patchogue,
NY 11772 (631) 687-3029 or Louise Patejdl, Executive Administrator for Human Resources 201 Sunrise Highway, Patchogue, NY 11772 (631) 687-3111.

Eastern Suffolk BOCES Board and Administration

President
Pamela Betheil

Vice President
Lisa Israel

Member and Clerk
Fred Langstaff

Members
Walter Wm. Denzler, Jr. Anne Mackesey
Stephen Dewey, Ph.D. William K. Miller

Chris Garvey Jeffrey Smith
William Hsiang Sandra Townsend
Susan Lipman Andrew T. Wittman, Jr.

Joseph LoSchiavo John Wyche

District Superintendent Chief Operating Officer
Edward J. Zero Gary D. Bixhorn

Associate Superintendents
Julie Davis Lutz, Ph.D. – Educational Services
Barbara M. Salatto – Management Services

Assistant Superintendent
Michael J. Locantore – Human Resources

Directors
Deloris Alexander-Davis – Career, Technical and Adult Education

Keith G. Anderson – Building Services
Robert Becker – Special Education

Andrea Grooms – Communications, Research and Recruitment
Gregory Hamilton – Administrative Services

Maureen Kaelin – Business Services
Sylvia Savarese – Technology Integration

Joan Skelly – Educational Support Services
Jeanne K. Weber – Regional Information Center

Candace White-Ciraco, Ed.D. – Planning and Program Improvement

www.esboces.org
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